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The end of the Peloponnesian War found Sparta and Athens in decline. The prevailing conditions showed that if Greece and its city-states were united under one strong leader it would be able to find its lost glory and cope with the Persian threat.


The first one to understand this fact was Philip of Macedonia, who then managed to realize this union and become the leader of all of Greece. He followed a very clever policy; threatening and fighting when judging it necessary, making peace and arranging agreements or even making his enemies fight one another through clever political maneuvering. He did this and also organized his state and army; he minted new coins, and invented new political strategies. He proved that he was one of the brightest politicians the world had ever seen.

1. What were some achievements of Philip of Macedonia?

2. Why was he so successful?

Alexander the Great

Alexander was prince of Macedonia, Greece. He was the son of King Philip who dreamed of conquering a massive empire. While at the height of his power Philip was assassinated at his daughters wedding, this gave the throne to Alexander.

Alexander was only twenty years old when he became one of the world’s greatest generals and leaders. He was a student of the Greek philosopher Aristotle and loved learning and the arts. He was a strong warrior like his father and he planned to prove his power by invading Persia. At this time Darius III was very weak. Alexander marched in with his troops and received his first victory against Persia. From there he moved on from victory to victory including areas in Greece, Egypt and India.


Alexander was a shrewd politician whose power-hungry megalomania led him on an unending search for conquest and glory. He used whatever means necessary and exploited anyone and anything to reach his goals. While doing so, however, he remained very charismatic and noble, as this would insure support for the continuation of his plans. While some have argued that Alexander was motivated by higher principles, in actuality he was doing whatever was necessary to win support and increase his power base.

He conquered the East by crossing the Hindu Kush Mountains into India. He faced enemies like never before, soldiers perched on elephants and fierce warriors. Alexander overcame these odds and never lost a battle in his military career. However, at the age of 33 he was stricken with a deadly fever that killed him. After his death his empire was divided among his strongest generals, but no one was strong enough to maintain the empire. His empire soon crumbled, but his journey across the world had unleashed changes that would ripple across the Mediterranean and the Middle East for centuries.
1. Discuss some characteristics of Alexander the Great.

2. How did he follow in his father’s footsteps?
Alexander’s Achievements

His most lasting achievement was spreading the Greek culture. Alexander’s conquests linked a vast area. Alex founded many new cities most of them named after him. Gradually a blending of eastern and western cultures occurred. After his death a vital new culture emerged, known as the Hellenistic civilization. This is a blend of Greek, Persian, Egyptian and Indian cultures.


The heart of the Hellenistic world was the great city of Alexandria, Egypt. Millions of Greeks, Egyptians, Hebrews and Persians and many other cultures flooded the city, blending together. There was a famous museum located there with lecture halls, laboratories and even a zoo.

During this period changes in education, mathematics, science and medicine developed. Even women had opportunities to study how to read and write. A new philosophy developed known as Stoicism. Stoics believed all people were morally equal and try to avoid desires and disappointments and accept what life brought. In Math, Pythagoras developed the Pythagorean Theorem and Euclid wrote the elements for geometry. Archimedes created the basic principles of physics and Hippocrates created the Hippocratic Oath, which was an ethical code for doctors. Alexander the Great had really earned the title he received from historians for his role in creating a whole new world.

1. What was Hellenistic culture?

2. What achievements occurred under Alexander the Great?

