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The Mongol Empire was one of the largest and most powerful empires that ever existed. It lasted for 185 years, and yet in that small time frame they were able to accomplish more than many other empires could ever hope to. At its height the empire stretched through lands in modern-day Korea, China, Russia, the Middle East, India, Eastern Europe and all the land in between. However the enormity of the Mongol Empire is what would ultimately destroy it.


The official beginning of the Mongol Empire began in the year 1206 When Temujin was declared Genghis Khan and was declared ruler of all the Mongols. Genghis Khan had been able to unite the Mongol people. This unified force could and would destroy almost every opposing force that tried to go against the Mongols. Genghis Khan improved his military organization.  He created a body of law and introduced record keeping. He created a supreme officer of the law, which was the judge and jury. 

The Mongols were a group of people that incorporated other cultures inventions into their own. This was greatly utilized by the Mongols; in fact the weapons and tactics that they used were borrowed from foreign civilizations to make their army stronger and more efficient. The Mongols were very tolerant of outside religions. The most surprising thing is that many of the religions hated each other and yet they fought with each other to expand the reach of the empire. There were many times when Buddhists, Muslims, and Christians were fighting along side one another despite their differences. This is one of the ways that the Mongols kept their captured lands in peace. The Mongols did not prohibit any religion and in fact they usually promoted it among the people.
The Mongol Empire is considered the force that unified China and Russia. Before the Mongol Empire both of these nations were fragmented kingdoms that were constantly at war. However, once the Mongols forced these people to join their kingdoms together to make governing easier for the Mongols. To make governing easier the Khan divided up the land into Khanates; a Khanate is comparable to a state or province, each with its own head of government.
1. Who was Temujin? What role did he play?

2. What were some of his accomplishments?
3. What were some unique characteristics of the Mongol Empire?
4. How did the Mongols govern their empire? What is a Khanate?

The Mongols Dominate Asia

The Mongols were ruthless, cruel and power hungry. They destroyed everything that stood in their way to build their empire. They were great creators and destructors. More than once did they burn a town to the ground and kill everyone. In fact that was the fate of the Russian cities of Moscow and Kiev.

The Mongol armies were extremely successful despite being greatly outnumbered by every army they ever encountered. Time and time again the Mongols destroyed the opposing force even when they were outnumbered six to one. This was mostly due to superior military tactics, their extreme discipline and their use of modern weapons. The Mongol armies were disciplined and extremely orderly despite the lack of communication. Their formation style was also different. They would deploy men in groups of ten, then ten of those for a hundred, and ten of those for a thousand, and finally ten of those giving them ten thousand men which was called a tuman. 

A practice used by the Mongols to deter any traitors was if one man of the ten were to run away, the other nine men would be killed. With that policy the life of every man depended on each other. Each Mongol warrior also carried his own food. However, when that ran out they would cut open a vein of a horse and drink the blood to maintain their strength. That and cannibalism of the enemy was not uncommon among the Mongols. The Mongol leaders would eat the livers of the conquered leaders so they could capture the strength of that leader and add it to their own.

1. How did the Mongol military work?

2. What was a tuman?

The Mongol War Machine

The Mongol armies were known as the Mongol War Machine. It was devastating and destroyed everything in its path. They were excellent at deploying and inventing military strategies and they had one that destroyed many armies. They would send a small force near an enemy city and retreat as soon as the enemy force was spotted, the opposing force would then chase the Mongol warriors. The enemy would soon find themselves surrounded by the Mongols. The surrounding Mongol army begins to start fires so there is no room for the enemy to retreat allowing them to be killed by arrows from the Mongol archers. 


Another strategy was that the Mongol army would find an opposing city and they would at first offer to spare the city if the citizens agreed to pay them tribute. The tribute would be one-tenth of everything in the city, including people. 


Military strategies were abundant for the Mongol armies. The Mongol army would sometimes cut down trees and build a wall around an entire enemy city closing it off from food, resources and outside help. The walls would lead the city to starvation and finally the Mongols would bomb the city with stones and fire until they surrendered, they were all dead, or the Mongols got bored and entered the city to kill the enemy using hand to hand combat.

1. What were some military strategies of the Mongols?

2. How effective do you think these strategies were?
