Aim: How did Gandhi help India gain its independence?


I. India
1. India was still a British colony

2. Many people wanted their autonomy or self-rule
3. The Indian National Congress was formed it 1885

4. It was meant to increase Indian rights

5. In 1906 the Muslim League was formed to increase the rights of Islamic Indians 

6. Both were formed to oppose colonial rule 
II. India’s involvement in WWI

1. The Indians supported Britain in WWI.

2. When the war was over India wanted to become free like other colonies

3. Gandhi began to speak out against British rule

III. Amritsar Massacre

· Indian nationalists held a peaceful protest 

· The protesters were unarmed and were slaughtered by the British 

· 379 people died, 1,137 wounded

· Indians from all over joined the movement for independence 

· Britain now opposed any opposition 

IV. Indian Nationalism
· Mohandas Gandhi had become a national figure by supporting passive resistance 

· Gandhi and his followers used protests, boycotts of imperial goods, and strikes

· The British attempted to make minor reforms but Indians were not satisfied

· Fighting between Hindus and Muslims also escalated

· Gandhi pleaded for Indian unity, while others demanded a division of India 

V. Great Salt March

1. Nonviolent resistance to British authority. 

2. Britain imposed a heavy tax on the salt they sold to India. 

3. Gandhi led 50,000 people on a 200 mile march to the seashore

4. People began to make salt illegally
VI. Movement for peace

1. Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru pressed the British for greater reform.

2. In 1935, the British granted a constitution.

3. In 1937, Gandhi and Nehru began their “Quit India” campaign
4. The start of WWII delayed the British withdrawal 

5. India would gain its freedom in 1947

6. 1948 Gandhi was shot dead by a Hindu extremist Nathuram Godse 

VII. Problems after Independence
· After WWII Hindus and Muslims killing each other

· Gandhi promoted a united India (Hindu and Muslims ruling together)

· Muhammad Ali Jinnah proposed a partition of India to create a Muslim state in Northern India

· India was divided into thirds: India in the south and a Muslin state Pakistan into two parts (West Pakistan and East Pakistan) East Pakistan would become Bangladesh
· After the partition, millions of people shifted to live where their religion was dominant

· Hundreds of thousands of people were killed 

· The nations are still fighting today especially in Kashmir 

· Both India and Pakistan are now nuclear powers, making the area extremely dangerous 
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