
Aim: How did the Shang Dynasty influence China?

Do Now: What are some things associated with China?

Notes

I. Geography

1. Chinese civilization forms near Huang He (Yellow) and Yangtze rivers

2. Huang He or Yellow river located in northern China

· Has yellow silt that fertilizes land naturally

3. Yangtze River located in central China

4. Mountains and deserts cover the country

5. Ethnocentric- superior belief system

II. Xia Dynasty

a) First isolated dynasty

b) Appeared around 2200-2100 BCE

c) Very little evidence exists to prove the existence

d) This dynasty is NOT accepted as a true dynasty

III. Shang Dynasty

a. First major Chinese dynasty-1750-1122 BCE

b. Government was centralized: power in the hands of the emperor

c. Land owners also had power: aristocracy

d. It was similar to city-state

e. Patriarchal society: male dominant

f. Traded with Southwest and South Asia 
IV. SOCIAL STRUCTURE 

a) King

b) Nobles and aristocrats

c) Warriors + landowners

d) Artisans, merchants

e) Peasants

f) Slaves

V. RELIGOIUS BELIEFS 

· Polytheistic

· Shang Di (chief god) +++ Belief in Afterlife

· Ancestral worship, offer sacrifices 

· Shaman- priest talks to gods

· Oracle bones used by king to ask questions, heated and the cracks give answers 
· The patterns formed the basis of writing 

VI. Achievements and Advances 

· Writing use pictographs and ideographs (signs that expressed thoughts or ideas)

· Became a uniform written language 
· Technology: use of bronze (from Mesopotamia) and chariots 
· Creation of the Yin & Yang

· Yin: Earth, Darkness & Female

· Yang: Heaven, Light & Male
· Decline Zhou seized Shang Dynasty

IV. The Zhou Dynasty
· 1027 Zhou overthrow the Shang

· Lasted until 256 b.c.e
· Longest dynasty in Chinese history 
V. The Mandate of Heaven 

· centralized the government 

· started the formation of Chinese bureaucracy

· emperors referred to themselves as Sons of Heaven 

· The Zhou invented the Mandate of Heaven

· It justified a dynastic cycle
VI. Zhou Feudalism
· Granted land to nobles in exchange for military protection 

· Lords gained too much power, and created separate kingdoms 
VII. Culture 

· Used coins on strings

· Luxury goods such as silk making

· Book making

· Ironworking

VIII. Decline

· Zhou enters into a period of “warring states” 475-221

· There is chaos, power struggles between lords 

· Confucius, Lao Tzu and Han Feizi were born during this period

· They developed their ideas based on the chaos of the period and the need for political stability

