Aim: Who were the earliest Greeks?

I. Geography

a) Located in the Balkan Peninsula near the Aegean Sea

b) coastline allowed for easy access to the sea for trade & food 

c) Separated by mountains which created individual communities

d) This made unification difficult and created numerous rivalries

II. Early civilizations

1. 2800 BCE the Minoans appear on the island of Crete

2. The Minoans traded with Egypt
3. Rich culture and used bronze
4. In 1450 BCE the civilization declined

III. Mycenae

i. 1600-1100 BCE

ii. The government was a monarchy

iii. They were strong warriors

iv. city full of gold & riches

v. constant fighting led to the decline

vi. Major earthquakes & many invaders finished off the civilization

IV Dark Ages

1. 1200-800 BCE

2. Very little info on this time period

3. No writing

4. ca. 800 BCE: known as the Greek Renaissance

5. Adopted the Phoenician alphabet

6. Homer’s Iliad & Odyssey were written 

V Greek City-State

a. 800 BCE

b. Polis: defines an ancient city-state in Greece (city & surrounding area)

c. City-state was basis of government ruled by aristocrats

d. Acropolis: located on the top of a hill, was a fortified area

e. Agora: Greek market place

VI. Military

a) 700 BCE Hoplites: Greek foot soldiers

b) Used 9ft long spears

c) Phalanx: a body of heavily armed infantry that was formed close ranks

d) Two main city-states: Athens & Sparta

Aim: What are the main differences between Athens and Sparta?

	Category
	Athens
	Sparta

	Population


	40,000 citizens

40,000 slaves
	8,000 citizens

100,000 slaves

	Government
	-Direct Democracy – citizens participate directly in gov’t rather than through representatives

-Male citizens vote at 19


	Aristocratic gov’t which means a few prominent member rule society

 2 kings 

5 ephor’s or elder men

	Social Class
	Freemen- Male citizens + aristocrats

Metics- Foreigners

Slaves


	Spartiates- Elite warrior & Can vote

Merchants, foreigners, no vote

Helots- slaves and serfs

	Allies
	Delian League


	Peloponnesian League

	Military
	Strong Navy


	Strong Army

	Life Style


	Culturally Superior

Trade and commerce

Agriculture
	Militaristic

No goods or luxuries



	Education
	Based on wealth

Taught philosophy, mathematics, logic and rhetoric


	No schooling

Boys enter military at 7 and stay until 30

Harsh training

	Women
	No rights and no sports

Forced to stay home

They could not own property except their clothes, jewelry, and slaves

accompanied when they left the home


	Played sports to bare healthy babies

Freedom to move around in Sparta

Wedding nights women shave heads to look like a man

One-year-old babies presented to elder, if it was not perfect it was destroyed


