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Aim: How did Rome become an imperial power?

I Punic Wars

1. The Romans began a period of domination after the Punic Wars

2. They conquered the Mediterranean; expanded in North Africa, Western Europe, and the Eastern Mediterranean coastal lands

II City of Corinth

a. Greek city-state Corinth was attacked by Rome 146 BCE 

b. Romans kill men, enslave women and children

c. They destroyed the city as a warning to other countries

III Siege of Jerusalem

a. 63 BCE Jerusalem becomes a Roman province

b. Zealots- Jews that Rebelled against Romans

c. 66 CE Romans destroy Jewish temples and burn down city

d. Jews flee causing a Diaspora- the dispersion of Jews outside the land of Israel.

IV End of the Republic

a. Conquests brought money ( corruption 

b. Rise in new wealthy class, huge estates called Latifundia

c. Poor and farmers had no land

d. Gap between rich and poor

e. Tiberius & Gaius Gracchus = patricians that tried to reform Rome

f. Tiberius was assassinated for it, Gaius committed suicide

g. 80-31 BCE -- 50 years of civil wars 

V Triumvirate

a. 60 BCE Crassius, Pompey, Caesar

b. Senate wants Pompey to rule

c. Civil War Pompey vs. Caesar

d. Caesar wins and is named dictator for life

VI Julius Caesar

· beginning of transition from Republic to Empire 

· Military commander

· Courts improved

· Property to the poor

· Public works

· Limited the Senate's power
***Rome had no laws of succession***

VII Assassination

a. March 15th 44 BCE

b. Senate sees him as a despot

c. 60 senators plot and stab him 23 times
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