Aim: What role did emperors play in Rome?


Notes

I. Augustus

a. 31 BCE comes to power 

b. 27 BCE: becomes Emperor, beginning of Pax Romana 

c. He won support of the people

d. He restored peace after 100 years of civil war

e. Massive public works bridges, roads, aqueducts 
f. Increased work and developed army

g. New coinage system 

h. Police and fire protection

i. Status of women rose

j. Entertainment- Coliseum gladiators and games

k. Bread and circuses to feed and entertain the people of Rome

l. 14 AD dies and Rome had no laws of succession

m. Expanded his empire: Spain, Gaul (now France), and parts of Hungary and Croatia

n. He annexed Egypt and most of southwestern Europe

o. Augustus worshipped as a god. 

p. 14 CE dies and Rome had no laws of succession

II. Pax Romana

1. 200 years of peace

2. Government- ruled by an emperor

3. Laws-  Twelve Tables governed the empire

4. Language (Latin)- The Roman alphabet (basis for western alphabet)

5. Engineering Technology: public works, aqueducts, roads, bridges; architecture such as the coliseum, roman arches 

6. Literature- Literature- Virgil, Horace, Tactitus and Livy wrote poetry and histories of Rome 
7. Religion- Jesus Christ founded a new religion called Christianity
III. Julian Emperors
· After Augustus Rome was ruled by a series of weak emperors

· This set Rome on a course of chaos and disarray for decades

A. Tiberius: 14-37 A.D

a. Great warrior and good administrator

b. kept economy and military stable

c. Unfriendly most people hated him 

B. Caligula: 37-41 AD

a. bread and circuses to keep people happy

b. Sexual deviant, homosexual and orgies

c. Went crazy at age 27 started executions 

d. Assassinated at age of 29

C. Claudius: 41-54 AD

a. Helped expand Roman empire by conquering Britain, and places in north Africa, Asia Minor and Gaul

D. Nero: 54-68

a. Cruel and insane

b. Persecuted Christians

c. 64 AD “great fire” he blamed the Christians

d. Commits suicide in 68

e. His death marked the end of Caesar’s family on the throne

IV. Five Good Emperors

1. Nerva- very capable emperor of Rome

2. Trajan- Great general and added territory to Rome

3. Hadrian- Stoic with a high sense of duty to Rome 

***Stoic - the calm acceptance of all occurrences as the unavoidable result of divine will or of the natural order***

4. Antonius Pius- uneventful reign of 23 years

5. Marcus Aurelius-Stoic and last emperor of the Pax Romana

V. Third Century Crisis

a. Commodus- Marcus Aurelius’s son 

b. Ruled 13 years and was strangled by followers

c. 50 yrs of civil wars

d. 235-284 CE

e. 26 barrack emperors caused internal and external cracks  
f. The empire was on the verge of collapsing
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