Aim: What were the achievements of Ancient Rome?


I. Law

1. Twelve Tables

2. Civil law that incorporated the death penalty, equal justice 

3. Is considered the legal basis for the law codes developed in Europe and the US 

II. Census

1. Taken every five years

2. Served to count the number of male citizens for tax purposes

III. Roads & Structures

1. Systematic planning

2. Aqueducts: allowed water to flow into the city 

3. Helped create public baths and fountains

4. “All roads lead to Rome”
IV. Art
1. Greco-Roman style, which was based on Greek ideas

2. Sculptures were more realistic

V. Philosophy

1. Stoicism: based on moral ideas

2. This style had a Greek influence

VI. Literature

1. The works of Virgil, Ovid, Horace and Livy are still being read today

THE FALL OF ROME
I. Politically

a) 235-284 CE there were 22 different emperors

b) Invasions, civil war and plague

c) The Germanic soldiers

d) dependence on slave labor led to a decline in trade 
II. Economically

a) Trade declined

b) High taxes

c) Economy collapses

d) Coinage devalued

e) Labor shortage

f) Inflation

III. Socially

a) Town life declined, religiously divided

b) poverty gap, especially with regards to land ownership

c) People are lazy and unpatriotic

d) Learning declined

IV. Revival

a) Diocletian: 284-305

1. New government

2. New army

3. Divided empire into sections

b) Constantine 306 –337

1. Moves the capital from Rome to Constantinople

2. This is called the New Rome
3. Western portion of empire steadily declined, while eastern portion thrived and continued to trade with the East 

V. Fall of Rome

a) Emperor’s stifled Rome’s vitality

b) Western part of empire was weak

c) 375: Emperor Valen allows Germanic tribes

d) 401: Italy is invaded

e) 410: Rome is sacked

f) Barbarians invade from all over: Anglo-Saxons, Franks, Vandals, Visigoths and Huns attack the Roman Empire 

g) 476 Romulus Augustus declares the fall of Rome

