Aim: How did civilizations develop in the Fertile Crescent?

I. Mesopotamia
· Means the land between two rivers

· Tigris and Euphrates Rivers (Fertile Crescent)

· Many important civilizations formed in this area 

II. Sumerian Civilization

· 3000 BC city-states developed

· They all shared common characteristics
· Constant fighting led to political instability

· Extensive trade with Egypt and the Indus Valley
III. Sumerian Government, Religion & Society

1. Government was a theocracy when priests or religious rulers govern society.

2. Were polytheistic and had 3000 gods
3. Woman were inferior to men, wore veils 
4. Priests had political power

5. Social Structure: 1. Ruler  2. Nobles  3. Priests  4. Commoners  5. Farmers  6. Slaves
IV. Sumerian Jobs & Achievements

· Job specialization: merchants, artisans, and scribes

· Created a number system based on 60.

· Developed astronomy, algebra & geometry

· Created the wheel and schools 

· Early use of bronze tools, chariots
· Created cuneiform is the earliest form of writing
· The Epic of Gilgamesh
V. Art & Architecture

· Created Ziggurats: temples built for the gods to bring the people closer to the gods

VI. The Fall of Sumer

· The Sumerian civilization was weakened severely by Saragon of Akkad.

· Saragon created the world’s first major empire (The Akkadians) 

VII. Babylonian Empire

· Around 1792 BCE Hammurabi created the Babylonian Empire.

· Hammurabi created the first law code based on an “eye for an eye”

· The punishment fit the crime and was based on social rank and gender
· Ex. If a nobleman puts out another nobleman’s eye, his eye shall be put out.

· Ex. If a slave put out a nobleman’s eye, the slave shall be put to death. 

· slaves were considered property

· innocent until proven guilty

VIII. Nebuchadnezzar II

· From 1500 BCE until 610 BCE Mesopotamia was divided.

· The Chaldeans reunited Mesopotamia 

· Nebuchadnezzar II became the new king of the Neo-Babylonians in 610 BCE

· He destroyed Jerusalem and exiled the most prominent Jews

· He also built the Hanging Gardens of Babylon for his wife
· After Nebuchadnezzar’s death Babylon was ruled by weak rulers.
· Babylon fell to Cyrus the Great of Persia. [image: image1.png]
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