Aim: What factors contributed to the rise and spread of Islam?


VI. Umayyads

i. 656-661 Ali had become the fourth caliph

ii. He was assassinated 

iii. 661 Mu'awiyah becomes new caliph 

iv. Umayyads rule all of Arabia

v. Move capital from Mecca to Damascus

vi. This caused a permanent shift is Islam

a. Shi’a: only follow Ali and his descendants

b. Sunni: Follow all caliphates

viii. Umayyads: tax the mawali

ix. They could not serve in army or in government

x. Dome of the Rock is built

xi. Allow for religious toleration with Jews and Christians 

VII. Decline

i Luxurious living for the caliphates

ii Revolts began

iii Civil wars between Shi’a and Sunni

iv Abbasids take over in 750 

VIII. Differences between Sunnis and Shia’s

	SUNNI MUSLIMS 
	SHIA MUSLIMS 


	90 % of all Muslims
	 10 % of Muslims 


	Sunni comes from “Sunnah” means the custom or “way of the prophet
	Shi’a comes from shi’at’ ali Which means partisans of Ali 


	Will recognize all caliphates
	Will not recognize all caliphates, only followers of Ali


	Less emphasis on imams
	Imam means spiritual  “leader”

For the shia, only imams can interpret the Qur’an 




Both interpret the Qur'an differently

Shi’a idealize suffering  and martyrdom
Ashura is a Shi’a tradition and it marks the anniversary of the martyrdom of Husayn 

Further Division
· split between Sunni, Shia has remained bitter

· Third group developed within Islam—the Sufis
· Sufis seek mystical, personal connection with God, using range of practices including breath control and meditation in rituals

IX. Abbasids

1. Take over in 750 CE led by Abu Abbas and the Shi’a
2. Good administrators, efficient bureaucracy

3. 762 CE move the capital to Baghdad

4. Large and growing population

5. Cities were urban centers

6. Merchants traded with Africa, Russia and India

7. Supported the integration of the mawali

8. Actively supported conquered areas to convert to Islam 

9. Abbasids invited all to join in, turned Islam into universal religion, attracted people of many cultures 

X. Women in the Abbasid Dynasty

a) Beginning of Islam women had rights

b) They could inherit property, own business, divorce men, get an education

c) By the late 7th century male dominance was enforced by the Qur’an

d) Abbasids create the use of the veil and the harem

e) Wives of caliphs were concubines kept in secluded quarters

f) Women were always chaperoned

XI. Achievements of the Abbasid
i Golden Age of Islam began in 750 and lasted until ca. 1400
ii Mawali became integrated into the empire, no special taxes, worked in gov’t

iii Creation of universities of Cordoba and Baghdad

iv Literature: 1001 Arabian Nights

v Traded with numerous countries
vi Used Steel swords and a credit based economy

vii Advances in arts, sciences, medicine and math
viii Al-Razi treated diseases: small pox and measles
ix Influenced by Western culture

XII. Decline

1) Mid 9th century

2) Empire became too big to control

3) Many civil wars

4) Peasants rebellions

5) Empire became divided into separate states

6) Mongols invaded from Asia

7) The empire fell in 1258

XIII. al-Andalus

· 711 CE:  Berbers (peoples from North Africa) conquer Iberian Peninsula 

· Al-Andalus refers to the areas on the Iberian Peninsula (Spain & Portugal) governed by the Muslims (known as Moors) 

· Failed expansion into Europe 732 CE 

· capital at Cordoba

· preserved Greco-Roman traditions + blended them with new advances from the Muslim world

XIV. Mamluk Dynasty

· 13th century: Mamluks (slaves turned soldiers) establish control over Egypt after fall of Abbasids

· Mamluks: converts to Islam, strict observance of Islam

· Maintained trade routes through Egypt

