Aim: How did Africa develop its own culture, trade and civilizations?

I. The Geography of Africa

a. North Africa

· Mountain Ranges (Atlas Mountains)

· Sahara desert (world’s largest)

b. West Africa

· Grasslands 

· Most populated

c. East Africa

· Mountainous

· Plateaus

· Grasslands

· Hills

d. South Africa
· Namib & Kalahari Deserts

e. Central Africa

· Equator

· Rain forests

f. Desertification

· Desertification – The spreading of a desert region
· The region of Sahel is most affected by the spreading desert.

g. Rivers
· Nile River – world’s longest (4,000 + miles)
· Congo River – Central Africa – through rain forests, 2,720 miles long
· Niger River – Africa’s third longest- 2,600 miles long. Begins in West Africa (Guinea)
II. Early African Culture

a. Family Ties
· Farming and herding societies consisted of extended families
· Kinships created strong bonds and a sense of community

b. Structure of African Society
· Kinship – Relationship to individual relatives 

· Family – Related members of a group 
· Clan – Group made up of related families 
· Tribe – Group made up of related clans 
c. African Religions
· Oral traditions and myths
· Ancestors could help or harm them

· Every object on earth was filled with a living spirit (Animism)

III. Early African Civilizations

a. Bantu Migration
· Ca. 2000 BCE: the Bantu begin to migrate southward into Sub-Saharan Africa lasted until 1500 CE

· spread agriculture, knowledge of ironworking

· Millions of Africans speak related languages, known as Bantu languages. 

b. Kingdoms of Axum and Kush
· Approximately 300 A.D. – 900 A.D.

· Important center of trade

· traded with Egypt, Rome, Persia, and India

c. The Gold – Salt Trade
· Traveling caravans crossed the vast Sahara desert to the Middle East

· Travelers looked to profit from the desert crossing with large trades

· The savanna lands of West Africa lacked salt, which is essential to survival

· In West Africa, salt was more valuable than gold

d. The Sudanic States
· All three kingdoms are in West Africa

· Ghana: 300-1150

· Mali: 1230-1450

· Songhai: 1350-1600

· Traded gold and salt 

· Spread trade throughout North Africa 

1. Empire of Ghana
· 300A.D. to 1100A.D. 

· Ghana developed in West Africa and grew rich because of trade.  

· Ghana collected taxes from traders who passed through the kingdom. 

· Ghana had few natural resources except gold. 

· They were also very good at making things from iron. 
· First powerful West African Kingdom

· The emperors power rested in his gold trade

· $ = power to buy goods and weapons

· Each trading caravan that entered or left Ghana had to pay a tax

2. The Empire of Mali
· 1200 A.D. – 1450 A.D.

· Strongest and most powerful during the rule of Mansa Musa.

· Mansa Musa – Greatest leader of Mali

2a. Influence of Islam

· Muslim traders carried religion across West Africa

· Mansa Musa adopted a new faith 

· As a faithful Muslim he made a pilgrimage or hajj to Mecca

· He built many mosques in Mali

3. Kingdom of Songhay (Songhai)
· 1450A.D. – 1600A.D.

· The Golden Age of Africa

3a. Sunni Ali
· By 1464 – Sunni Ali, gained power in Gao

· Sunni Ali conquered Timbuktu,  and the other major cities of the Mali.

3b. The Fall of Songhay
· Songhai fell in 1591 to invaders from Morocco

· They were attracted to wealth

· The Morocco soldiers won because they had guns and cannons

4. The Forest Kingdom of Benin

· Arose in a thickly forested area near the equator

· Developed in the delta region of the Niger River

· Best known for their Bronze art

5. East African Trading Cities
· Indian Ocean trade grew on the East coast of Africa 
· Arab and Persian merchants arrived between the 9th and 12th centuries

· Known as the Swahili trading kingdoms 

· Spoke Swahili which mixed Bantu and Arabic 

· Trade flourished between 1200 and 1500 

· The chief exports were ivory, sandalwood, ebony, and gold

· Trade spread through the Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, and the Persian Gulf

· Connected the East Indies, China, India, the Arab lands, Persia, and East Africa
· Brought prosperity to East Africa 
· Most notable trading cities were Mogadishu, Sofala, Kilwa, Mombasa, and Zanzibar

· The cities were a cultural mix of Bantu, Islamic, and Indian influences

· The advent of Portuguese trade made the Swahili commercial centers obsolete
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