Aim: Why did Western Europe experience the Dark Ages?


I. The Dark Ages (500-1500) 

1. Early Middle Ages

a. 500-1000

b. Period of backwardness (lacking in technology and advances)

c. Political decentralization
d. areas were undeveloped

e. Economic struggles

2. High Middle Ages

a. 1000-1300

b. European revival
c. Nations and economy became a lot stronger

d. Knowledge and education improved

3. Late Middle Ages

a. 1300-1500

b. Period of social unrest and warfare

c. Black Plague

d. Renaissance

II. Germanic Kingdoms

i 400-700 no cities and no written laws

ii Local chiefs ruled small kingdoms throughout western Europe

iii Clovis became leader of the Franks that ruled Gaul in the 490’s
iv Converted to Christianity

v Built churches and monasteries for monks and nuns

vi Benedictine Order: 520 followers live a life of poverty, charity and obedience

vii Church dominated over secular (worldly) issues

III. Carolingian Dynasty

a) Rules Gaul from 733-987

b) Muslims wanted to control Western Europe and destroy Christianity

c) Charles Martel met and defeated the Muslims at the Battle of Tours in 732
d) The battle is significant because it stopped the spread of Islam in Europe

e) Pepin the Short accepted the title of king in 751 from the Pope
f) Gave land to the Pope that became the Papal States

IV Charlemagne

i Charlemagne’s rule was the peak of Frankish power

ii Ruled for 46 years

iii Expanded the Frankish Empire
iv Pope Leo III crowned him Holy Roman Emperor

v Missi Dominici: Imperial officers, took records and spread education

vi Set up schools

vii 814 Charlemagne dies 

viii Louis the Pious (814-840) rule is full of civil wars and chaos

ix Treaty of Verdun (843): Kingdom divided into 3 among Louis’s sons

x The empire as now weak and chaotic

xi New system of gov’t ( to feudalism
Aim: What was life like on the manor?

V. Manorialism

a. Basic unit of feudal landholding
b. trade diminished, estates became self-sufficient
c. Manorialism = Economic system
d. Serfs bound to the manor + had no say in gov’t 
e. Laws/punishments favored upper classes over lower 

VI. Feudalism

a. Feudalism: system based in Europe during the Middle Ages

b. Land or a fief is given to a lord and they in turn give it to a vassal in return for homage, and legal and military service of tenants

VII. Feudal Roles

a. Vassal
i. Vassal had to pledge homage or loyalty to the people above them

ii. Ex. Lord is vassal to the king, knights are vassals to the lords, peasants are vassals to the knights 

iii. In return for their loyalty, they received protection
b. King

i. Granted land to lords

ii. Lords were vassals to only the king

c. Lord

i. owned estates

ii. made laws and provided justice

d. Knight

i. Educated at a young age in chess, manners, and dancing

ii. 18-21 becomes knighted

iii. Chivalry: preached bravery, honor, respect for women

e. Peasant

i. Lived in villages in huts with no windows

ii. Lived with livestock

iii. Average lifespan 30 years

iv. They were illiterate

f. Serf

i. Not a slave but bound to the land

ii. They could not own land

iii. did not have to fight
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