Aim: How did towns affect the High Middle Ages?

Do Now: What was the legacy of the Crusades?


I. High Middle Ages

a. 11th and 12th century

b. population increased

c. Rise of trading centers

d. Venice & Genoa in Italy, Flanders in Northern Europe

e. 70 Germanic cities joined the Hanseatic League
f. The Hanseatic League made trade fair between Russia, Flanders and England

g. Protected against piracy

h. Rise of capitalism: economic system where business is owned privately for profit

i. Use of banking and investment

II. Growth of Towns

1. Trading centers led to the birth to towns

2. Urbanization: movement of people to towns and cities
3. They are walled and protected near the Manor

4. Small in size about 5000 per town

5. Decline of feudalism

6. Towns became over-crowded and polluted towns
7. King or lord allowed the people to govern themselves

8. King or lord sold people rights, weak military

9. Decline of feudalism

10. Towns became over-crowded and polluted towns

III. Guilds

a. 12th century business associations

b. There were guilds for blacksmiths, carpenters, goldsmiths and others 

c. Set rules + hours, fixed prices + wages, ensured quality

d. Strangers had to pay a toll to the guilds to sell goods

e. Guilds also took care of families of deceased members

IV. Result

a. Growth of the middle class, also called the bourgeoisie

b. New job titles: bankers, manufacturers, and craftsmen

c. Rise of national kingdoms

d. Conflict between Catholic Church and monarchs: power struggle for who has more influence (investiture) 

V.  High Middle Ages

a. largest threat to security were Viking invasions from the North

b. Viking invaders destroyed many villages but tended to settle and adopt the culture (Normandy)

c. Trade: Vikings kept contacts between eastern and western Europe when Mediterranean trade was unsafe. 

d. Feudal monarchs increase their power

e. The Vikings prompted nations to centralize their governments

VI. England

a. 1066 Anglo-Saxon King Edward the Confessor died without an heir

b. The Normans (Viking descendants) invade England

c. William of Normandy claims the right to rule England

d. Harold Godwinson challenges his claim 

e. They fought in 1066 at the Battle of Hastings

f. William was victorious and centralized the government

g. Created the Doomsday Book, which was a census used for tax collection

h. Successful rulers follow: 

i. King Richard the Lionhearted: crusader king 

j. King John: signed the Magna Carta in 1215 

k. The Magna Carta created trial by jury, adjusted taxes and limited the power of the monarch

l. Also created the British Parliament

VII. France

a. The Carolingian Dynasty ruled from 843-987

b. The Capetian Dynasty followed from 987-1328

c. He also set up the estates general which was the legislative body in France

VIII. The Holy Roman Empire

a. Located in Eastern France, modern day Germany, Austria and Northern Italy 

b. The Hapsburg family ruled from Austria from 1452-1740

IX. Italian States

a. Decentralized states

b. All governed in city-state form

X. Spain and Portugal

· the Muslim’s ruled the Iberian Peninsula from 711 until 1492

· Reconquista: Christians tried to remove the Muslims and was completed by King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella 

· They centralized Spanish gov’t 

· Spanish Inquisition: thousands of Jews + Muslims were killed

· They are also responsible for the Spanish conquests of the New World 
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