Aim: How did civilizations develop in South and Central America?

I Mesoamerica

a) Central America and South America

b) Mother civilization The Olmec

c) The Olmec were the first Mesoamerican civilization 

d) laid many of the foundations for the civilizations that followed 
II Mayas

· 250-900 CE

· Located in the Yucatan peninsula

· City-states ruled by same king

· Capital Tikal

· Ceremonial center- Chichen Itza

· Built pyramids and temples

· Religion

a.  Polytheistic

b.  Quetzalcoatl: god who will return and rule

c.  Started human sacrifice

III Warfare

· Kings and nobles fight with soldiers
· Wanted slaves for work and sacrifice 

IV Achievements

· Advanced farming

· Pyramids and ball-courts for religious purposes

· Excellent mathematicians (concept of zero)

· Hieroglyphics

· 18 month 20 day calendar (lunar and solar calendars

V Collapse

· Late 800-900 Mayans vanished
· Nobody knows why?

· Disease, warfare, drought, disaster 

· 900s Toltec take over Central Mexico
· 1200 the Toltecs collapse to Aztecs

VI. Andean Civilization

· Oldest civilization was the Chavin 900 – 250 BCE

· Skilled in weaving, pottery, metalworking

VII. North American Civilizations

a. The Anasazi or ancient ones settled in the Southwest around 1200
b. Mississippian (700-1500 CE) were linked with South American tribes and used similar temple structures 

VIII. Aztecs

a. Formed late 1200’s

b. Settled in Valley of Mexico 
c. Capital Tenochtitlan 1325
d. Built an empire through military conquest
e. Developed long distance trade
f. Developed a merchant class 
g. Tribute empire: collected tribute from conquered peoples and ruled them harshly
h. They were hated by their subjects 

IX. Aztec Society

· Ruled by a single emperor 

· organization by family clans

· Social classes

· Emperor, Nobles and Priests, Warriors, peasants, Slaves

·  women honored for certain duties but no political power 
· Religion: polytheistic
· Cannibalism: criminals and conquered peoples were used
· Large scale human sacrifice also used prisoners of war and slaves

X. Contributions

a. Medicine, pyramids, calendar

b. Adapted to their surroundings: city in a lake and Chinampas: floating gardens, to add farm land to the city 

XI. Decline of the Aztecs
a. 1500’s Aztecs had internal weakness

b. many outside tribes hated the Aztecs

c. 1519 Cortez and Spanish conquests destroy the Aztecs

XII. Incas

a. Empire located in the Andes Mountains
b. Capital was Cuzco, Peru 
c. unified diverse peoples into one empire
d. Created a tribute empire without ruling them harshly
e. The Inca married into alliances for political reasons

XIII. Incan Society

a. professional army

b. bureaucratic government

c. Society: family clans

d. women had traditional role of homemaker

e. no merchant class

f. Limited long-distance trade 

g. Complex system of roads and tunnels 

h. No large animals, all human labor

i. No writing system used Quipus, system of knots on cotton cords

j. Mainly used to keep data on population, taxes, harvests and the economy

k. Used terrace farming
XIV. Incan Religion

a. Polytheistic

b. Not much human sacrifice, did sacrifice animals 

c. Incan rulers considered gods, and mummified

d. Famous temple: Machu Pichu

XV. Decline

a. 1525 civil war broke out

b. Internal weakness

c. Invasions: Francisco Pizzaro 

d. Small Pox and new weapons of Spanish helped end the Inca’s 
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