I. The Hittites

Years: 1700 – 1200 BCE

· Assimilated Sumerian culture 

· Warriors that used iron weapons

· polytheistic and adopted gods from Sumer and  Babylon

II. The Assyrians

Years: 911-612 BCE

a) Created a world empire

b) iron weapons

c) used cavalry 

d) Created longitude & latitude

e) Helped spread cultural diffusion
f) Polytheistic: Adapted religion from Sumerians

III. The Chaldeans

 Years: 626 – 539 BCE

a) Ruled by Nebuchadnezzar 

b) Known as the Neo-Babylonians

c) Built the Hanging Gardens of Babylon
d) Polytheistic 

IV The Persians

Years: 530 – 331 BCE

· Empire stretched from Libya to Turkey in the east and to India in the west
· postal system and a network of roads
· Ruled with satraps: governors of areas that ruled in the emperor's name
· The empire fell to Alexander the Great
a) Zoroastrianism: preached monotheism

b) Religion is tolerant of other faiths

c) Zoroaster convinced king  to convert

d) Was not a widespread religion

V. The Hebrews

Years: ca.  2000 BCE

a) known as Israelites or Jews

b) Practiced monotheism

c) Enslaved by Egypt 1400- 1200 BCE

d) Moses led the Exodus of the Jews out of Egypt

e) Received the 10 Commandments 
1. Judaism and Monotheistic

2. Judaism is the basis for Christianity & Islam

VI The Phoenicians

Years 1200 – 800 BCE

a) skilled traders & sailors that migrated throughout the Mediterranean 

b) Known as the “carriers of civilization” because they spread people, goods and ideas to their numerous colonies 

c) Their economy prospered due to extensive trade

d) Created the world's first alphabet
VII The Lydians

Years: 600- 500 BCE

1. First metal coinage & portable currency
