I. Geography
· Egypt’s lifeline is the Nile River 

· Passes through 9 countries and is 4,000 miles long
· Optimistic view on life because they could control and predict the floods of the Nile 
· associated with fertility and life.

II. Egyptian History: 
Early Egypt was separated into three kingdoms

· The Old Kingdom: 2700-2200 BCE

· Pyramids were built

· King Menes I united Lower and Upper Egypt

· Pharaohs were chosen by God to rule.

· Gov’t was a bureaucracy: organized structure that allowed the pharaohs power to channel through Viziers (governors) 

· Created hieroglyphics
B. Middle Kingdom

· Existed 2080-1652 BCE

· Chaos existed throughout the Middle Kingdom

C. The New Kingdom: 1567-1085 BCE 
1. Hatshepsut 

· Claimed god selected her to rule and wore a beard

· Built temples and increased trade

2. Tutankhamen

· Known as King Tut king at age 9

· Died at age of 19 from a head injury
3.  Ramses II

1. Military king

2. Expanded Egypt’s empire 

3. Ruled for over 60 years

4. Pharaoh in the story of Exodus

III. Society

1. Society was based on agriculture 

2. based on social status, land & property

3. Patriarchal society

4. Women had more rights in Egypt than in Mesopotamia

5. Trade was also less extensive than Mesopotamia

6. Strict social class system but commoners had the opportunity to rise in status 

7. Religion was polytheistic
8. Believed in reincarnation and the afterlife 
IV. Achievements

a. Writing Hieroglyphics 3000 BC
· began 3000 BCE

· Based on pictures

· Used Hieratic script: simpler version of hieroglyphics used to keep records

· 1799: the Rosetta Stone helped historians decipher hieroglyphics 

b. Art & Architecture
· Pyramids and temples showed architectural skills

c. Advances in Math

· Advances in Math and Science

· Geometry to calculate area and volume
d. Mummification

· preserved the body and kept organs in jars

· wrapped the body in linens

· gold, jewels, and gems went in the tombs

· Peasants and slaves died with Pharaoh 

· process took 70 days

e. Medicine

· Anatomy: world’s first autopsy

· Performed surgery

· Used herbs and minerals as medicines
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