Egyptian Geography and beginnings

I. Geography
· The Nile River is called the lifeline of Egypt

· Passes 9 countries
· The Nile is associated with fertility and life.

· Source of inspiration for songs, myths, and sacrifices

· Floods One time each year.

II. Egyptian History: 
Early Egypt was separated into three kingdoms

A. The Old Kingdom: 2700-2200 BCE

· Pyramids were built 

· King Menes I was the first king

· He united Lower and Upper Egypt

· All kings were considered Pharaohs, and were chosen by God to rule.

· Bloodline was pure Pharaohs married their sisters, mothers and cousins

· Viziers: or governors reported to the Pharaoh  
· Hieroglyphics were formed in the Old Kingdom

B. Middle Kingdom

· Existed 2080-1652 BCE

· Chaos existed throughout the Middle Kingdom

C. The New Kingdom: 
1567-1085 BCE many important pharaohs during this time
1. Hatshepsut: wife of Thutmose II

· Claimed god selected her to rule

· Built temples and trade increased under her rule.

2. Amenhotep III

· Ruled at the peak of Egyptian glory

· Built temples, and statues 

3. Akhenaten

· Was a monotheist

· Insisted Egyptians worship one god, Aten (Sun God)

· Was seen as a heretic and was very unpopular

4. Tutankhamen

· Known as King Tut, Became king at age 9

· Died at age of 19 from a head injury

5. Ramses II

· Military king that expanded Egypt
· Ruled for 60 years

· Pharaoh of the Exodus

· Constructed many temples 

· It is believed he had over 100 children with his wives[image: image1.png]
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