Aim: How did Russia rise in power?


Notes
I. Russia

· Russia remained isolated during the 14th-16th centuries

· They expanded their territory but technologically and intellectually backwards 

II. Mongols in Russia

· 1480s Ivan III of Ivan the Great of Moscow was first new leader

· He refused to pay tribute to the Mongols

· Made Russia independent from Mongol rule

· Claimed that Russia was now the “third Rome”

III. Cossacks

· Peasant soldiers

· Given freedom from land if they conquered other lands

· Captured Siberia to Caspian Sea

IV. Absolute Rulers 
A. Ivan IV or Ivan the Terrible 1560s

· Made Russia an absolute monarchy

· United and expanded Russia
· Ruled by using terror

· Used secret police

· Executed opposition

· Killed his own son
· Chaos 1604-1613 no czar “time of troubles”
B. Michael Romanov was elected czar in 1613
· Romanov family ruled until 1917

C. Peter the Great
· 1682-1725

· westernized Russia

· First navy for Russia

· Sent Russians to be educated in the west

· Forced people to shave their beards and wear western dress
· Brought western people to educate
V. Russia under Catherine the Great

· Peter dies in 1724

· Peter III rules until 1761

· Wife Catherine takes over in 1762
· Was a selective Westernizer and an Enlightened despot

· Increased power of landlords and nobility over serfs

· Expanded Russia into Siberia, Alaska and Poland

VI. Serfdom in Russia

· Peasants were homeless 

· Settled on the land of wealthy Russians

· Mid 17th century serfdom becomes hereditary

· Similar to slaves because they bought and sold, traded and gambled

· Serfs were taxed and policed by landlords

· They were illiterate and punished harshly

· Gov’t supported serfdom

VII. Social Unrest in Russia

· Russia lagged behind the West

· Russia also lacked a middle class

· Peasants want reform and an end to serfdom so they protest and rebel 

· Pugachev was a Cossack and led a rebellion

· 1770’s Pugachev Rebellion attempted to end serfdom

· It failed and he was drawn and quartered in a public square

VIII. Russia 1800s

· Multinational empire

· Feared by Europeans

· Rigid class structure

· Backward nation, lacked industrialization

IX. Czars of Reform

a. Alexander I- 1801-1825

1. Promoted education

2. Defeated Napoleon

3. Member of the Congress of Vienna

b. Nicholas I 1825- 1855

1. Harsh ruler that used secret police

2. Burned Western books

3.  “submit and obey”

4. started Crimean War against Turkey and lost

c. Alexander II 1855-1881

1. Emancipated the serfs in 1861

2. Serfs still had no money or land

3. Assassinated in 1881 by a bomb 

d. Alexander III 1881-1894

1. Revived harsh laws of Nicholas I

2. Russification: industrializing Russia

3. Pogroms: persecuted Jews

e. Nicholas II 1894-1917

1. Built trans-Siberian railway

2. Russo-Japanese War 1905

3. Japan defeated Russia

4. Put down Revolution in 1905

5. 1905 Bloody Sunday killed over a thousand people

6. His rule led to the Bolshevik Revolution in 1917 
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