Aim: How did the French Revolution begin?


I. American Revolution
1. Inspired by Enlightenment ideas 
2. Men had inalienable rights 
3. Helped spark the French Revolution

II. French Society

1. France made up into 3 estates

2. First Estate: Clergy

3. They owned 10-15% of the land

4. Second Estate: Nobles

5. Highest positions in gov’t, church and army

6. Third Estate: Peasants, middle class, bourgeoisie, artisans, and merchants

7. Made up 98% of population

III. Causes of the French Revolution

1. 1789 France was Bankrupt

2. Clergy, nobles, universities, did not pay taxes

3. Third estate paid all the taxes

4. Kings: deficit spending

5. Low wages

6. High prices

7. Deficit Spending

8. Expensive Wars: French and Indian War (Seven Years War) 1754-1763 and American Revolution 

IV Women

· 1789 food crisis causes women to march on Paris

· Women took Louis XVI and family hostage 

· They did this to help food crisis

V. Problems in France
1. May 1789, Louis calls the estates general, 

2. The French Assembly was not convened for 175 years

3. Third estate wants reform, Always outvoted 2:1

4. June 17th 1789 the National Assembly was created

5. Louis XVI locked them out of meeting hall

6. Make the Tennis Court Oath

7. Pledge to write a new constitution 

VI. Storming of the Bastille

1. July 14, 1789

2. Bastille was a symbol of beatings and torture

3. Peasant’s mob planned to steal weapons 

4. Seized control of Bastille

5. The Bastille surrenders; the head of the Bastille was killed

6. Started the French Revolution
VII. National Assembly

1. 1789 sign the Declaration of the Rights of Man 

2. Guarantees Liberty, fraternity, Equality

3. 1790 abolished taxes, church privileges, Church gov’t control

4. 1791 Constitution: limited Monarchy, constitutional gov’t

5. Louis XVI fled

6. National convention met to formalize change for France

7. Three sides formed: Moderates, conservatives and radicals

8. Moderates wanted minor changes

9. Conservatives upheld the monarchy, wanted few changes

10. Radicals: opposed the monarchy, wanted many changes

11. National convention taken over by radicals
12. 1793 Louis XVI executed for treason

VIII Reign of Terror

1. France becomes a republic in 1793

2. Led by radical group called Jacobins and Maximilien Robespierre 

3. Constitution thrown out

4. Committee of public safety had free reign to enforce terror

5. Committee led by Georges Danton

6. Beheaded over 17,000 people with the Guillotine

7. Killed all anti-revolutionaries

8. Danton was seen as being too soft on anti-revolutionaries and executed. 
9. Constant abuses of power led to the Thermidorian Reaction.
10. It was a revolt against Robespierre and the Reign of Terror
11. 1795 Robespierre was executed 
12. 1795 new constitution
13. Gov’t went back to the public
14. Moderate control 
15. Thermidorian reaction led to the creation of a 5 man Directory 

[image: image1.png]


[image: image2.png]


[image: image3.png]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]


[image: image6.png]


[image: image7.png]


[image: image8.png]


[image: image9.png]


[image: image10.png]


[image: image11.png]









