New Dorp High School



   Social Studies Department
Ms. D. DeAngelis, Principal



   Mrs. D. Zoleo, A.P Social Studies
American History I: Homework Assignments

The following books will be used in this course:

BK – A History of the United States, by Boorstein and Kelly

DK0 – The Americans, by Danzer, Krieger and Wilson (Old edition – Blue)

DKN – The Americans, by Danzer, Krieger and Wilson (New Edition – Red)
                            Our website: www.ndhssocialstudies.com
Lesson #1 - 
How has geography affected the United States?
1. Identify the 50 states of the U.S. and fill them in on a blank map

2. Discuss what is located in each region and its characteristics.
Lesson #2 –How did the  Native American’s live before the arrival of the Europeans?               
 

BK – 6-10
DKN - 4-12     
DKO - 4-13
1. Describe the culture of two such nations, and compare and contrast their ways of life.
2.  “Native Americans contributed greatly to the development of American society.”  Explain. 

Lesson #3- How did colonization affect the Americas and its native people?

        
BK – 10-12
DKN- 20-25
DK0 – 20-26

1. Discuss how each of the following factors contributed to European exploration: A. Crusades B.merchant class C.growth of centralized states D. the Renaissance and Scientific Revolution
2. Discuss two factors that contributed to European exploration and colonization
3. Explain the term” Columbian exchange.”

4. Explain how diseases decimated the Native Americans

Lesson # 4– How were the English colonies established in colonial America?



BK – 38-42, 46-48

DKN – 42-59

DKO – 64-77

1. Define: a) colony b) persecute 
2. Select two of those colonies and explain how each came into existence.

3. Explain their characteristics.
Mini Project: Choose ONE 
A. Choose a colony and make a travel brochure with reasons one should visit or make a disclaimer or warning pamphlet on why one should not visit a colony. Be Creative.

B. In 1492, Christopher Columbus discovered the Americas. However, WHAT IF he didn’t? WHAT IF Spain never sponsored him? Write a brief essay explaining how the world would be different. 
Lesson # 5 –How did Puritan beliefs affect society?



BK – 38-42

DKN – 49-54
  
DKO – 52-58

1. Define: a) legacy b) theocracy c) witch hunt

2. Explain two reasons the Puritans left England and came to America.
3. Discuss two positive contributions of the Puritans to American society.
4. Explain why historians criticize each of the following: a) theocratic rule b) treatment of Roger Williams and Anne Hutchinson 
5. Discuss the impact of the Salem Witch Trials

Lesson # 6– Did American democracy have its origins in English colonial America?


BK – 34-48

DKN – 42-59

DKO – 66-71

1. Define: a) democracy b) majority c) minority 
2. Explain why each of the following is seen as having contributed to the development of democracy: a) Mayflower Compact b) Virginia House of Burgesses c) Maryland Act of Toleration  d) Rhode Island Charter e) Trial of John Peter Zenger

                       3.   Explain how the Magna Carta contributed to the development of democracy.

Lesson # 7 – Why did Americans turn to revolution in 1776?



BK – 76-84
DKN – 96-102

DKO – 92-99

1. Define: a) revolution b) tyranny c) propaganda

2. Explain why each of the following was a cause of the American Revolution: a) Stamp Act b) Proclamation Line of 1763 c) “Boston Massacre” d) “Boston Tea Party” e) “Intolerable Acts” f) Thomas Paine’s booklet, Common Sense.

Mini-Project: Choose One:

1. You have learned about the trial of John Peter Zenger. In a few paragraphs answer the following, when is freedom of speech a crime or dangerous? Explain.
2. Alternative History: The American Revolution was a major turning point in history. WHAT IF the Americans were unsuccessful in their bid for independence? Write a few paragraphs on where you think we would be today.
Lesson # 8 – Why is the Declaration an important political document?



BK – 83-90

DKN – 103-112

DKO – 99-105

1. Using a dictionary, define: a) unalienable b) natural rights c) ideal
2. Explain two reasons why the Second Continental Congress issued the Declaration of Independence on July 4, 1776

Lesson # 9 -  Should the Articles of Confederation be considered a failure?



BK – 108-115

DKN – 132-137
DKO – 124-130



1. Define: a) confederation b) ordinance c) rebellion

2. Discuss two achievements and two problems of the government under the Articles of Confederation.


3. List the provisions of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787
4. Why was Shay’s Rebellion significant?

Lesson # 10 – Why is the Constitution of the U.S. called a “bundle of compromises?”
                        BK – 120
DKN – 140-144, 154-173
DKO – 137-141
1. Define: a) compromise b) commerce

2. Explain the disagreements which led to each compromise, and each of the following compromises: a) Great Compromise b) Three-fifths Compromise c) Slave Compromise d) Commerce Compromise

Lesson # 11 – Why did the Constitution of the U.S. provide for a federal system?



BK – 120
DKN – 140-144, 154-173
DKO – 137-141

1. Define: a) constitution b) preamble c) federalism d) delegated powers e) reserved powers f) ex-post facto law g) elastic clause h) separation of powers

 2. Create a chart. Explain 3 examples of reserved powers, delegated and concurrent powers. 

 3. List the powers of each branch of the federal government.

 4. Explain briefly one way in which each branch “checks” the other two.

Lesson # 12 – Was the addition of a Bill of Rights to our Constitution necessary?



BK – 986-987

DKN – 145- 148
DKO – 160-168

1. Define: a) amendment b) bill of rights c) due process  d) double jeopardy



2. Explain how an amendment to the Constitution is made
3. Which of the first ten amendments is the most important and why?
Lesson # 13 -  What are the powers of the president?
DKN:160

DKO- 153-154
                         Using the Internet, or Article II of the Constitution 

1. What are the requirements to become president?

2. What is the purpose of the Electoral College?

3. Explain why many Americans favor the direct election of the president by the people.
4. What are three powers of the president? Do you think the president has too much power? Explain.

Lesson # 14  - How does the law making process work?
                         DKN: 157    

DKO- 149-150
1. Using the glossary or your textbook, define: a) bill  b) veto c) filibuster

2. Explain how a bill becomes a law. List the steps.

3. Is there a bill that you would like to see passed? Explain the bill and if you think it would ever pass.

  Lesson 15: What is the role of the Judicial branch?
Using the Internet, or Article III of the Constitution DKN:162


1. Define judicial review

                        2. Define the structure of the Court System in the U.S. (District, Appeals, Supreme)

Mini Project:  You just landed in a new land and have to make a government for your society. Write a brief essay, make a poster, or webpage, explaining what your  government would look like. Include 3 of following: BE CREATIVE
· Type of government ( democracy, oligarchy, dictatorship)

· Constitution (what would yours include)

· Bill of Rights (would you have one? What rights would you grant?)

· Separation of powers (Would you make a system of checks and balances? Explain.)

Lesson # 16 – How well did the Washington Administration deal with the economic    


needs of the new nation?



BK – 152-159

DKN – 182-187

DKO – 177-182
1. Define: a) plan b) finance c) tariff d) excise tax e) national debt

2. Explain three measures which were part of Hamilton’s Financial Policy, and explain how each tried to solve an economic problem facing the nation.
3. Hamilton has been described as a financial genius.  Would you agree? Explain
Lesson # 17 – Was Washington’s policy of Isolationism in the best interest of the  

U.S. in  the 1790’s?  

BK 159-164

DKN – 182-187
DKO – 177-182
1. Define: a) foreign b) policy c) isolation d) neutrality

2. Explain how events in Europe influenced U.S. foreign policy

3. Identify: a) Proclamation of Neutrality b) Jay Treaty c) Pinckney Treaty

4. What advice did Washington given the nation regarding foreign involvement in his Farewell Address?
Mini Project: 

Write a one page dialogue between Washington and our current president on foreign policy. What would George Washington advise the current president of the 21st century issues? How would the current president respond to him? Be Creative.

Lesson #18 – Why did opposing political parties arise in the U.S. in the late 1790’s?



BK – 124
DKN – 182-187
DKO – 170-177

1. Define: a) political party 
2. Explain the ideas of the Federalist Party and Alexander Hamilton.

3. Explain the ideas of Thomas Jefferson, leader of the Democratic Republicans.
4. Historical Research: How have the political parties today evolved from the political parties of back then? Explain

5. Make a campaign poster that outlines the Federalists and the Democrat Republicans 

Lesson # 19 – Why was the presidency of John Adams a troubled one?



BK – 165-170

DKN – 190-196
DKO – 177-182

1. Define: a) undeclared b) alien c) sedition

2. Explain one problem John Adams faced with foreign nations during his presidency.

3. Explain the Alien and Sedition Act.

4. Explain the main ideas in the Virginia and Kentucky resolutions.

Lesson # 20 – Should the election of Thomas Jefferson in 1800 be called the    

“Revolution” of 1800?



BK – 176-192

DKN – 196-201
DLO – 184-189

1. Define: a) revolution b) evolution c) expire d) repeal 

2. Discuss three accomplishments to Jefferson, and explain why
you approve of each.

3. Identify the Chesapeake Affair and the Embargo Act.
Lesson # 21– Why did the U.S. declare war on Britain in 1812?



BK – 193-196, 198-207
DKN – 202-205
DKO – 189-194

1. Define: a) neutrality b) impressments of seamen c) nationalism

2. Jefferson tried to avoid war with Great Britain.  Explain two reasons why President James Madison asked congress to declare war in 1812.


            3.   Why were Henry Clay and John C. Calhoun described as war hawks?

  

4.   Discuss two effects of the war
Lesson # 22 – How did nationalism after American domestic policies after the War of 1812?



BK – 209-213

DKN – 212-218
 
DKO- 204-205
1. Define: a) era b) nationalism 

2. Why was the period between 1816-24 called the Era of Good Feeling?

3. Explain Henry Clay’s American System
4. Why was the Missouri Compromise considered important?

Lesson # 23 – Did the Supreme Court decisions of John Marshall promote national unity?



BK – 213-214

DKN – 206-207
DKO - 

1. Explain the term “judicial review.”
2. Explain the issue, arguments and Supreme Court decision in each case: Marbury v. Madison b) McCulloch v. Maryland c) Gibbons v. Ogden
3. Write a brief paragraph. WHAT IF Marshall never became Supreme Court Justice? How would history been different?

Lesson # 24 – Did American foreign policy after 1812 reflect the spirit of nationalism?



BK – 217 – 220
DKN – 219-223
DKO – 206-207
1. Define: a) nationalism b) expansionism c) acquisition

2. Describe U.S. foreign policies toward Spain, Russia and the Holy Alliance

3. List the provisions of the Monroe Doctrine.

Lesson # 25 – Why did sectionalism develop in the U.S. in the early 1800’s?



BK 271, 236-238
DKN – 212-216   
DKN – 198-201

1. Define a) sectionalism b) tariff c) internal improvements

2. Explain how different economic development in the Northeast, Northwest and South affected the way each section looked upon each of the following issues: a) tariff b) Second U.S. Bank c) spread of slavery into new territories

Lesson # 26 – Was Andrew Jackson a truly democratic president?



BK – 222-230, 238-242
DKN – 224-235
DKO – 200-215

1. Explain three acts of Andrew Jackson which historians give as proof that he believed in democracy and had faith in the common people
2. How did Jackson explain his veto to re-charter the Second U.S. bank
Mini Project: 

Historical Research: Why is Jackson on our money?  In your opinion, does he deserve to be? Explain in a brief mini essay.

Lesson # 27 – How important were the reform movements of the “Age of Jackson?”



BK – 278-285 

DKN – 240-246, 254-258
DKO – 215-222

1. Define the following words: a) reform b) movement c) transcendental 

d) suffrage e) temperance 



2.   Explain how each of the following worked to reform America society:

a) Horace Mann b) Lucy Stone c) Elizabeth Cady Stanton d) Dorothea Dix 
 Lesson ##28- How did the African slave trade influence the development of the South?

                        BK: 52       DKN: 14-19               DKO: 52-53, 73

1. Explain why slavery took route in American society

2. What was the Middle Passage? 

3. Pretend you were an African transported to the Americas. Write a diary or journal entry explaining your experience and how you felt. 
Lesson # 29-
Why was the abolitionist movement the most important reform 
movement before the Civil War?



BK – 286-288

DKN – 248-253
DKO – 229-238

1. Define: a) abolitionism 
2. Explain the role of each of the following in the abolitionist movement:

a) William Lloyd Garrison b) Frederick Douglass c) Harriet Beecher Stowe d) Harriet Tubman e) Nat Turner f) John Brown

3. Do you believe that the Abolitionist movement was the most important cause of the civil war?  Explain.

Lesson #30 -  How did the U.S. expand from Sea to Sea?



BK – 294-302

DKN – 293-299
DKO – 268-273

1. Define: a) destiny b) annexation

2. Explain the causes and effects of each of the following:

a) Texas War of Independence in 1836

b) Mexican War (1845-1848)

c) President Polk’s slogan “54  40” or fight

Lesson # 31 – Why did sectional conflict grow worse after the Mexican War?



BK – 305-312

DKN – 304-309
DKO – 280-288
1. Identify: a) Wilmot Proviso b) popular sovereignty

2. Explain the problems that led to the Compromise of 1850

3. Explain the provisions of the Compromise of 1850

4. Explain why the Compromise was disliked by northerners and southerners

Mini Project: 

Alternative History: WHAT IF the United States doesn’t pursue Manifest Destiny? Would we be the superpower that we are today? In a few paragraphs, explain your thoughts. 
Lesson # 32 – How did the following events lead to the Civil War?


BK – 312-326

DKN – 310-333
DKO – 289-304

1. Define: a) secession b) civil war

2. Explain how each increased tension between North and South and led to southern secession: a) Kansas and Nebraska Act b) Bleeding Kansas
c)Formation of the Republican Party d) Dred Scott Decision  e) Lincoln-Douglas Debates f) John Brown’s Raid on Harper’s Ferry 
Lesson # 33 – Was did the South Secede from the Union after the election of Lincoln?



BK – 323-326

DKN – 324-331
DKO – 312-333


1. Explain Lincoln’s views regarding each of the following before the Civil War: a) race b) slavery c) expansion of slavery into new territories

2. Assume that you were a South Carolinian. Write a letter to a friend explaining why your state was the first to secede from the Union.

Lesson #37 – Could one have predicted the outcome of the Civil War?



BK 350-364

DKN – 338-350
 
DKO – 348-360

1. Discuss fully two advantages of the South in its war for independence

2. Discuss fully two advantages of the North in its war to preserve the Union

3. Explain why each of the following battles is remembered: a) Bull Run b) Shiloh c) Antietam

Lesson # 38 – Why did the North win the Civil War?
BK 350-364

DKN – 338-350
 
DKO – 348-360
1. Explain why each of the following is remembered as an important civil war general a) Robert E. Lee b) Stonewall Jackson c) Ulysses S. Grant d) William T. Sherman
2. Explain why each of the following is remembered: a) battle of Gettysburg b) Battle of  Vicksburg c) Appomattox

3. Using the Internet do a search. Explain the importance of  African American soldiers in the Civil War.   

4. How would you explain the Northern victory?

Lesson # 39 – Was Abraham Lincoln remembered as a great president?



BK 325-364 

DKN – 338-348 
DKO -310-337

1. Discuss fully three reasons why Lincoln is considered a great president.

2. Why did Lincoln wait to until January 1, 1863 before issuing the Emancipation Proclamation?  Was he right in waiting so long?

3. How did he explain the northern struggle in the Gettysburg Address?

Mini Project: 

Diary: Write 3 -5 entries pretending that you are ONE of the following: 

· Lincoln during the Civil War
· A General: Either Lee, Davis, Grant…etc
· A slave in the South
· Freeman in the North

In your entries, explain the thoughts and feeling you are experiencing during the Civil War. Use historical facts and BE CREATIVE! 

Lesson # 40 – Why was Reconstruction so difficult?



BK – 364-369

DKN – 378-389  
DKO 350-365 

1. Define: a) reconstruction b) impeachment
2. Why did President Andrew Johnson feel that he had a right to be in charge of reconstruction?

3. What was Johnson’s plan?

4. Why did Northern congressmen oppose his plan and take charge of

Reconstruction?

5. Why was Johnson impeached?  Why wasn’t he convicted?

Lesson # 41 – Was Congressional Reconstruction an improvement over Presidential



Reconstruction?



BK – BK 369-376

DKN – 379-392
DKO – 353-365 

1. Explain each of the following: a) Amendment 13 b) Freedman’s Bureau Bill c) Amendment 14, c)Amendment 15 d) Civil Rights Act of 1875

2. Had you been an African American, how would you have viewed  Congressional Reconstruction?  Why?
3. How did most white southerners view it?
4. Could one have predicted difficulties in the future?

Mini Project: 
Alternative History:  WHAT IF Lincoln was president during the entire Reconstruction? How would the reshaping of the country be different? In a few paragraphs explain your thoughts. 
