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The Unification of Germany

Just like Italy, Germany would use nationalism to become unified. The unification of Germany was not easy to achieve, there were a few things preventing unification. Germany was broken up into 39 states each ruled by individual princes. The princes did not want Germany unified into one nation because they lose their power. Religion was a problem as well. The people in northern Germany were Protestants and the people in the south were Catholic. They fought constantly and for this reason they did not want a united Germany.

In the mid-1800's, Otto von Bismarck was named prime minister of Prussia, which was a large German state. He used a strategy called real politik, which means power politics, to unify Germany. This plan emphasized his policy of “blood and iron”, blood meant the use of war and iron meant to use of absolute monarchy. Bismarck said that wars with common German enemies would lead to nationalism and unite the German people. Bismarck then started three different wars. 
Bismarck’s wars started in 1864 when Prussia allied with Austria to defeat Denmark. Two areas from Denmark became part of Austria and Prussia. In 1866,  Bismarck betrayed Austria by sending the Prussian army against Austria. The war lasted seven weeks and united northern Germany. Bismarck then set out to add the southern states of Germany by starting a war with France. France was a common enemy and a war with France would bring all Germans together to fight against them.
Napoleon III of France, was afraid of how rapidly Prussian power was growing in Europe. He wanted to end the spread of Prussian influence and sent a letter to the King of Prussia. This letter stated that if Prussian advances were not stopped, France would start a war.  Bismarck edited the telegram in such a way as to provoke both France and Prussia to go to war, and he succeeded. 

The Franco-Prussian war had begun. In 1870, a united Germany went to war against France. The Germans soon defeated the French, and after that the states of Germany formed one unified nation. Bismarck forced France to give the states Alsace and Lorraine to Germany. Alsace and Lorraine were rich in natural resources like coal and iron, which were needed to support the growing Industrial Revolution in Germany. France was also forced to pay a lot of money to Germany after the war. 

Bismarck became the first chancellor of Germany and created a strong government within Prussia and King Wilhelm I of Prussia became the Kaiser, or emperor of all Germany.  
1. What TWO reasons kept the 39 German states from unifying?

2. Who was Otto von Bismarck? 
3. What was his policy for unification?
4. How was Germany unified? List the steps that Bismarck had taken.
