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Steps to create an Introduction

Writing introductory and concluding paragraphs requires the ability to summarize and generalize information. Introductions must engage readers’ interest and tell them what is to follow. Introductions set out the topic of composition, which is usually embedded in the thesis statement. The thesis statement must clearly state the writer’s objective, and the writer must provide sufficient support for the statement in the body of a composition.

The introduction usually consists of three sentences: the first sentence should take the form of a general statement, the second sentence should be a specific statement and the last sentence should be a thesis statement.

Please pay careful attention to the following G. S. T format.

· General Statement (G.S.): states the theme or topic of the essay

· Specific Statement (Sp. St.): states details that deals with the topic

· Thesis Statement (Th. St.): states the specific topic and provides the plan of explanation and organization
Example Introduction


Tens of thousands of people die each year from the effects of cigarette smoking. Smoking has been documented as the leading cause of lung cancer, emphysema, and other related diseases of the heart and lungs. Unfortunately, teenage smoking is on the rise, and today more teens than ever are buying cigarettes. 

Let’s break down the paragraph. 

Tens of thousands of people die each year from the effects of cigarette smoking. This first sentence is the General Statement because it introduces the topic, which is the effect of cigarette smoking.

Smoking has been documented as the leading cause of lung cancer, emphysema, and other related diseases of the heart and lungs. The second sentence is the Specific Statement because it gives specific details about the topic.
Unfortunately, teenage smoking is on the rise, and today more teens than ever are buying cigarettes. The third sentence is the Thesis Statement because it shows the specific topic of the essay which is teenage smoking.

Steps to create an Introduction

Directions: Each set of sentences contains a General Statement, a Specific Statement, and a Thesis Statement. Read each set of sentences and label the sentence with a G.S, Sp. St. and Th. St.
Example A

_____ Every year, my family plans to take a very exciting vacation, but somehow we always end up staying home. 

_____ Many people enjoy their summer vacation at home.

_____ Being at home all summer definitely has some disadvantages, but there are many advantages as well.
Example B

_____ The resulting acceleration of the Industrial Revolution led to numerous changes in American society.

_____ It has often been said that necessity is the mother of invention. 

_____ After the War of 1812, the United States, a new nation, was forced to rely on its own resources when England blockaded American ports. 

Example C

_____ Thomas Jefferson is remembered for countless accomplishments during his presidency.

_____ As a result of the Louisiana Purchase, Jefferson significantly increased the size of the United States. 
_____ Many consider the acquisition of Louisiana Territory from France as his outstanding achievement.

Example D
_____ The topic has definitely captured public interest.

_____ Recently, several newspaper commentaries have addressed the topic of immigration in the United States. 

_____ This increasingly intense debate includes a number of wide-ranging proposals.

Example E
_____ As a result, the debate concerning the legalization of drugs is taking on a greater sense of urgency.

_____ Many of those prisoners did not commit violent crimes, but instead have been imprisoned for possession and low-level distribution of drugs.

_____ More than two-thirds of inmates in severely overcrowded prisons have been convicted of drug-related offenses. 
Example F
_____ School has its good points.

_____ The social relationships and the extracurricular activities make school a decent place to spend time.

_____ Although school is not a popular place, there are some things about it that are not bad.

