Aim: How did the Enlightenment affect how people thought?

Motivation: This is a changing society; we go through changes all the time. How does economic & political change affect our lives?

1. What was the Enlightenment?

· 17th and 18th centuries

· People applied Logic and Reason to gov’t 

2. Who were the key figures of the Enlightenment

a. Thomas Hobbes: 

i. Absolute Monarch should rule

b. John Locke:

i. People/ Natural Rights = Life + Liberty + Property

ii.  Gov't abused their power ( overthrow the Gov't


c. Baron de Montesquieu:

i. Separation of Powers /3 branches
ii. 3 branches /gov't powers separated ( equal power among branches = Checks & Balances

d. Voltaire:

i.  “ I disagree with what you say but I will defend to the death your right to say it”

ii. Voltaire fought/ freedom of speech + religion
e. Jean-Jacques Rousseau

i. Rousseau/ all men were equal + gov't ruled by the people
ii. Inspired French Revolution 

f. Diderot:

i. Edited The Encyclopedia ( spread of Enlightenment ideas
