Aim: How did Enlightenment ideas affect absolute monarchs?
I. Enlightened Despots

· absolute monarchs that used Enlightenment ideas
· ruled with absolute power + for his people +  the state 
II. Who are the enlightened despots?

a. Frederick II or Frederick the Great 
· Frederick II / controlled his subjects/ used Enlightenment ideas 
· drained swamps + distributed seeds + tools  (peasants grow new crops
· tolerated religions + welcomed persecuted victims 
· reforms ( Prussian gov't efficient +  powerful
b. Catherine the Great 
· empress of Russia/ used Enlightenment ideas/ limited reforms/  law + gov't

· granted nobles rights/ gave up no authority
· expanded Russia/ from Pacific Ocean to the Caspian Sea

· contributions ( Russian expansion

c. Joseph II  
· king of Austria = enlightened despot

· Joseph II = “peasant emperor”/ spy to learn the people's problems

· reforms/ granted religious toleration/ Jews + Protestants

· ended censorship + freedom of the press/ built hospitals 
· Joseph's death ( reversal of his reforms
