Aim: How did the French Revolution begin?


I. American Revolution
1. Enlightenment ideas sparked the American Revolution
2. Helped spark the French Revolution

II. French Society

1. France made up into 3 estates

2. First Estate: Clergy

3. Second Estate: Nobles

4. Both estates paid NO taxes 

5. Third Estate: Peasants, middle class, bourgeoisie, artisans, and merchants

6. The Third Estate paid ALL of the Taxes 

III. Causes of the French Revolution

1. 1789 France was Bankrupt

2. Could no longer pay their debts

3. First and Second Estate’s did not pay taxes

4. Third estate paid all the taxes

5. Low wages and high prices

6. Deficit Spending
7. Wars: French and Indian War and American Revolution 

IV. The National Assembly
1. In May 1789, Louis calls the National Assembly 

2. This gave the Third Estate a say in government

3. Louis XVI gave this assembly no real authority 

4. The Third Estate plans for revolution 

V. Storming of the Bastille

1. July 14, 1789
2. A peasant mob surrounded Bastille
3. Plan was to steal weapons for protection
4. Eventually forced the Bastille to surrender
5. This act is the start of the French Revolution

VI. The First Phase of the Revolution
1. 1789 the National Assembly take over the government

2. They sign the Declaration of the Rights of Man 

3. Guarantees Liberty, fraternity, Equality

4. 1791:abolished taxes and church privileges 

5. 1791 Constitution limited Monarchy and created a constitutional gov’t

6. The constitution lasted until 1792
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