Aim: What happened in the beginning of the French Revolution?


I. New Political Groups

1. National convention had three sides

2. Moderates, conservatives and radicals

3. National convention taken over by radicals

4. Moderates wanted minor changes
5. Conservatives upheld the monarchy, wanted few changes

6. Radicals: opposed the monarchy, wanted many changes

II. The Rise of Robespierre 
1. The Jacobins were a radical group

2. Led by Maximilien Robespierre in 1793

3. Wanted to execute the king 

4. Created the Committee of Public Safety to maintain control of France through violence and fear 
5. Early 1793 Louis XVI executed for treason
6. Robespierre and the Jacobins now look to turn France into a republic 

III. The Reign of Terror

· Committee of Public Safety used  violence to control France 

· Killed all anti-revolutionaries and anyone against the revolution

· Beheaded over 40,000 people with the Guillotine

· Within months, he began to target members of the Committee 
· Many feared Robespierre was out of control and arrested him

· 1795 Robespierre was put on trail for the Reign of Terror 

· He was executed by the guillotine 

· 1795 a new constitution was created 

· Also created the Directory

· a group of 5 men planning to rebuild France 
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"Terror is nothing other than justice, prompt, severe, inflexible"


Robespierre








