Aim: How did the French Revolution begin?


I. American Revolution
· Enlightenment ideas ( the American Revolution ( the French Revolution

II. Causes of the French Revolution 
· 1789/ bankrupt/ debts of France ( raised taxes 

· Low wages/ high prices/ inequality in France 

III. French Society
1. France/ three estates = First + Second + Third Estates. 

2. First Estate = clergy/ operated schools + hospitals + helped the poor/ paid no taxes 
3. The Second Estate = nobility/ highest positions in church + army + gov’t/ did not pay taxes 
4. Third Estate =bourgeoisie = the middle class + peasants + artisans/ paid all of the taxes

5. 1789/ bourgeoisie/ demanded a constitution/ ignored
IV. The National Assembly
1. Louis XVI/ restored the National Assembly/ gave Third Estate a say in gov’ t/ no real authority 

V. Storming of the Bastille

1. The people/ upset with the king ( storming of the Bastille / July 14, 1789 
2. People/ attacked + destroyed/ Bastille 
3. People/ fought against the absolute monarchy ( beginning of the French Revolution 
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