Aim: How did great civilizations influence the history of Africa?
I. Background
· African people = hunter-gatherers/ nomads
· Bantu Migration  ( spread common language + beliefs + cultures 
· animism = all things in nature have a spirit + ancestral worship

· Griots = oral historians Africa
II. African Trading Kingdoms

· Three empires = Ghana + Mali + Songhai/ West Africa

· trade routes across the Sahara desert  ( Middle East +  North Africa 
· exports = gold + salt
· Ghana/ 750-1230
· Introduced Africa/ Islam + gold + salt trade
· Mali/ 1230-1500
· Mansa Musa = emperor + spread Islam
· built mosques + pilgrimage to Mecca
· increased trade / Mali + Muslim Empires
· Timbuktu = cultural center  ( housing Islamic universities + poets + scholars  
· Songhai/ 1350-1600 = largest of empires 
· continue trade /Africa + Middle East 

