Aim: How did civilizations develop in the Americas?

II. The Aztecs
· Began/ 1200 
· 1325/ Tenochtitlan = capital city/ Mexico

· Chinampas = floating parcels of land
a. Social life
· Patriarchal = male-dominated
· tribute empire = received goods from conquered peoples

· jade + emeralds + animal skins + cacao + vanilla beans

· traded with other areas

· empire/ Pacific Ocean + Atlantic Ocean 
b. religion

· polytheistic + cannibalistic

· human sacrifice ( appease their gods

c. The fall of the Aztecs

· Quetzalcoatl = a native god 

· 1500s/ Hernán Cortes = Spanish conquistadors (  attacked the Aztecs

· the Spanish destroyed the Aztecs
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