Aim: What was life like in Feudal Japan?

Do Now: What occurred during the Heian Period and the Kamakura Shogunate?


Notes

I. Japanese Feudalism

· Appeared/ 12th century
· Purpose = security + stability 
· preserve law + order + based on social rank
· similar to feudalism in Europe

II. Feudal Society

a. Emperor = leader/ no real power

b. Shogun = military general 
· military + political power 

· distributed lands exchange ( loyalty + military service
c. Daimyo = Japanese lords/nobles/ grant land to samurai 
d. Samurai = soldiers
· compared to knights/ Europe

· loyalty to lord 

· warrior code = bushido/ stresses loyalty + bravery + honor 

· seppuku = commit suicide 
e. Peasants = farmers
· 90% of the pop. + farmed
f. Artisans 
· Made crafts + goods

g. Merchants

· lowest class/ profited from other peoples labor
III. Differences between Feudal Europe and Japan

· Role of the Shogun

· European women: held in high regard and adored

· Japanese women: had no freedom and a harsh life

· European feudalism was legal and contractual

· Japanese feudalism was focused on morality and loyalty
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