Aim: How did the Ming Dynasty rebuild China?

I. The Birth of the Ming Dynasty
· a peasant rebellion overthrew the Mongols

· In 1368 Hongwu established the Ming Dynasty

· means brilliant
· rebuild China 
· removed the laws and systems created by the Mongols

· broke up the Chinese social system 
· three large hereditary classes: peasants, craftspeople, and soldiers

· created a code of laws 
· brought back many Confucian ideas

· civil service exams

· Hongwu rebuilt the Ming based on the old Chinese dynasties

II. Ming Exploration
· Early 1400’s:  new emperor Yung-lo

· began to interact with Europeans 
· wanted to expand trade with other countries 
· expeditions sailed to Southeast Asia, southern India, the Middle East and Africa

· Zheng He: Chinese Muslim

· led a series of voyages for the Ming
· spread gifts of silk and silver to many areas

· China was the leader in sailing and exploration

· 1433 China stopped exploring

· China would remain isolated until the 1800s

III. The Fall of the Ming
· peasant rebellions 
· Manchu invasions

· weakened the military and the economy 
· weak rulers 
· large scale famines 
· Manchu’s conquered the Ming in 1644 

