Aim: How did the Spanish conquests affect the Native Americans?


I. Encomienda

· The Spanish granted the conquistadors Encomiendas. 

· This gave the Spanish the right to demand labor or tribute from the natives. 

· Natives were treated like slaves and millions died

· Worker shortages started African slave trade

II. New Social Classes

1. Peninsulares: people who were born in Spain. Highest positions in gov’t and Church. 

2. Creoles, American born descendants of Spanish. Creoles owned ranches, plantations and mines. 
3. Mestizos people of Native American and European descent

4. Mulattoes people of African and European descent. 

5. At the bottom of society were the Native Americans and Africans. [image: image1.png]
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