Aim: What factors contributed to the rise and spread of Islam?


I. Arabian Peninsula

a) Harsh desert 

b) Clans were the basis of society

II. Muhammad

1. Founder of Islam

2. 610 considered a prophet of God 
3. Appealed to the  poor because the religion offered hope
III. Mecca to Medina

a) In Mecca he was seen as a threat 

b) 622 fled from Mecca Medina 

c) This flight was known as the Hijra 
d) Muhammad returns to Mecca
e) Arabia is under Islamic control
f) Muhammad led a great pilgrimage or Hajj to Mecca

IV. Beliefs of Islam

a) Monotheistic

b) Koran or Quran the Islamic holy book

c) Five Pillars of Islam

a. Faith in Allah 

b. Prayer 5 times a day facing Mecca

c. Fasting: daylight hours of Ramadan

d. Give Alms: charity

e. Hajj: one pilgrimage to Mecca during lifetime
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