Aim: Why did Western Europe experience the Dark Ages?


I. Charlemagne

a. 
i In 771 Charlemagne became king of the Franks

ii military conquests added lands throughout Europe 
b. 
iii crowned him Holy Roman Emperor in 800
iv spread Christianity and churches throughout his empire
c. 

v Emphasized education and the arts
vi missi dominici  listened to legal cases and spread laws 

vii Charlemagne dies in 814

d. 

viii His son Louis takes control of the empire

ix He is weak and after his death the empire was divided into at the Treaty of Verdun

II. Fall of the Franks

· constant attacks by outside invaders 

· weakness of the rulers after Charlemagne 

· These led to the end of the Frankish Empire

· Christianity was now becoming the most powerful institution in the world
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