Aim: What was the Role of the Catholic Church during the Middle Ages?

Do Now: Why is religion an important part of a person’s life?


I. Catholic Church

a. The most powerful institution in Europe during the Middle Ages

b. Provided hope, salvation, education, and services
II. Role of Church

a. POLITICAL

· The Pope had the power to crown kings
· ex: Charlemagne in 800

· Excommunication

· Holy Inquisition to investigate anyone who disagreed with its teachings

b. ECONOMIC
· wealthy from its many lands

· tithe: one tenth of one's annual income contributed voluntarily 

· the Church built convents, monasteries, and great cathedrals 

c. SOCIAL

· center of town was the Parish Church
· community church

· social gathering

· went to the Church for guidance 

· preserved the culture of ancient Greece and Rome







