Aim: How did World War Two begin?


I. The War Begins
· Sept. 1st 1939/ Nazis invade Poland ( WWII
· G.B + France/ declare war

· Germany/ blitzkrieg = lightning war ( conquer Poland
· United States = neutral

· mid-1940/ Germany conquers = Denmark + Norway + Belgium + Luxembourg + Netherlands + France
· 1940/ Germany invaded Britain ( G.B eventually won
II. The Pact of Steel
· mid-1940/ Italy joined WWII

· Pact of Steel = alliance between Germany + Italy

· Italian army = weak ( loses against Greece + North Africa

· Germany helps + conquers/ Greece + Eastern Europe + North Africa
· Germany invaded/ Balkans ( ended Nazi-Soviet Pact ( war against Soviet Union = Operation Barbarossa.

· June 1941/ Germany invaded Soviet Union

· Soviet Union = too big + too cold ( Germany loses 
III. Japanese Involvement 
· alliance between Germany + Italy + Japan = Rome-Tokyo-Berlin Axis

· Japan wanted U.S out of Asia ( Pearl Harbor/ December 7, 1941

· Pearl Harbor/ killed thousands + destroyed military supplies ( U.S declaring war Japan + Germany + Italy

· Alliances = Allied Powers + Axis Powers 

· Axis Powers = Japan + Germany + Italy

· Allied Powers = U.S + Britain + France + Soviet Union

IV. The End of WWII
· 1943/ Allies defeated Italy 
· June 6, 1944/ the U.S stormed Normandy = D-Day

· D-Day (  Germany was weakened 

· April 30, 1945/ Hitler committed suicide ( Germany surrendered May 7, 1945

· Japan would not surrender (August 6, 1945/ U.S dropped atomic bomb/ Hiroshima ( 100,000 killed 
· Japan still did not surrender ( August 9, 1945 U.S bombed Nagasaki ( Japanese surrender ( WWII ended
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