Aim: Why did Japan become an aggressor nation in the 1930’s?


I. Japan’s New Democracy

· After WWI / Japan = prosperous 

· Japanese democracy + industry grew 

· Late 1920’s = economic downfall 

II. The Great Depression

· Stock market crash/  1929

· Effects = crippled world economy 

· Unemployment rises + widespread starvation 

· New Military government ( expand + conquer 

III. Sino-Japanese War

· Japan controls Korea + Manchuria ( natural resources 

· 1931/ Japan expands/ League of Nations too weak to stop them ( Sino-Japanese War 

IV. The Battle

· Major fights began/ 1937

· Japan = stronger/ China = unprepared 

· December 1937/ Japan attacked Nanking 
· 300,000 civilians murdered  

· rape + theft + abuse/ rampant

· Rape of Nanking = Genocide

· Sino-Japanese War = stalemate

· China/ too big + huge population

· WWII ( continued fighting in China 
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