Aim:  What is the most important feature of a civilization?

What are the 8 Features of a Civilization?

· Cities

· Government

· Specialized Workers

· Social Ranking

· Religion

· Art & Architecture

· Public Works

· Writing

Why are they important?

a. cities: 
· river valleys

· surplus of food 
· increased agriculture 
· increased population

· birthplace of civilizations

· centers of trade
b. government:

· rulers issued laws

· collected taxes 

· organized defense

c. specialized workers:
· individuals specialized in jobs

· artisans or skilled crafts workers

· carpenters or metalworkers

d. social ranking systems:
· ranked according to their jobs

· Priests 
· merchants 
· peasants 
· slaves
e. religion:

· polytheistic

· worshipped the natural world 
· expressed beliefs through temples 
f. art and architecture.
· Temples and palaces built for gods

· Public works

g. public works:

· projects include bridges

· roads and irrigation systems
h. writing:

· made up of pictograms or simple drawings

· used to keep records 
· laws and calendars 
· used writing to tell stories 
