Aim: How did the Sumerian civilization develop? 


I.  Geography of Sumer


· Located in the Tigris-Euphrates River Valley

· Fertile Crescent or Mesopotamia (Land between the Rivers)

· located in present day Iraq

· hot, dry climate

· produced wheat and barley

· floods of the Tigris and Euphrates were violent and irregular

· floods irrigated their crops 
II. Sumerian Government
· around 3,500 BCE
· first human civilization

· used city-states

· the ruler maintained the city walls and the irrigation systems

· He led armies in war

· He was responsible for trade

· He enforced the laws 
· He led the religious ceremonies

· Priests acted as ruler
III. Sumerian Social Ranking
· distinct social hierarchy

· highest class: ruling family, leading officials and high priests

· middle class: lesser priests, scribes, merchants and artisans 
· bottom of the society were peasant farmers

· slaves
IV. Sumerian Religion

· Polytheistic

· controlled every aspect of life

· responsible for violence and suffering
· Some gods were the sun, the moon and the stars.
· ziggurats were often built in the cities to honor the gods
· The Sumerians also believed in an afterlife
