I. The Hittites

Years: 1700 – 1200 BCE

· Assimilated the Sumerian civilization

· Warrior like people 

· Developed siege tactics

· The first people to use iron weapons

· They were polytheistic 

· Adopted many gods from Sumerian and Old Babylonian religion

II. The Assyrians

Years: 911-612 BCE

a) Created world’s first true empire

b) Built an army of 500,000 people

c) Equipped with iron weapons

d) New skill cavalry 

e) Created longitude & latitude
f) Advancements in math & medicine

g)  Leather & parchment used for writing

h) Helped spread cultural diffusion
i) Polytheistic 

III. The Neo-Babylonians
 Years: 626 – 539 BCE

1. King Nebuchadnezzar ruled from 605- 562 BCE

a) Known as Neo-Babylonians

b)  Built the Hanging Gardens of Babylon

c)  Rebuilt canals, temples, walls, & palaces

d)  Contributed greatly to astronomy 

IV The Persians

Years: 530 – 331 BCE

Cyrus the Great 
Darius the Great 
Empire stretched Turkey to India 

1. postal system 

2. Large network of roads

3. Used a single currency

4. Ruled with satraps: governors of areas that ruled in the emperor's name

5. The empire fell to Alexander the Great
6. Zoroastrianism: preached monotheism
7. Religion is tolerant of other faiths

VI The Phoenicians

Years 1200 – 800 BCE

a) Most known for skilled traders & sailors in the Mediterranean 

b)  Advanced economy based on timber, metalwork, embroideries, & purple dye

c) Created the worlds first alphabet

1. Polytheistic

2. Animism: belief in nature & spirits

