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Directions: Answer the following questions based on the readings provided.

I. The Early Hebrews   
1. Where were the Hebrews from? occupied the Fertile Crescent, lived in Mesopotamia, near Palestine. 
2. Why did the Hebrews migrate to Egypt? a famine 
3. What happened to the Hebrews in Egypt? they were enslaved

4. How did the Escape?  Moses led the exodus from Egypt

5. Who was David and what did he do? became a strong king who united the Hebrew tribes into a single nation. 
6. Who was Solomon and what did he do? turned Jerusalem into an impressive capital. He built a splendid temple dedicated to God. King Solomon won praise for his wisdom and understanding

7. What happened after Solomon’s death? the kingdom split into two separate kingdoms, could not fight off invading armies. 
8. Who were some people that ruled the Hebrews? fell to the Assyrians, Babylonians, Persians, Greeks, and Romans. 
II. A Covenant with God 

1. What is Judaism? Monotheistic religion which is the belief in one God

2. What was the difference between the Hebrews and other cultures? At the time, most other people worshipped many gods & goddesses. 
3. What is a covenant? binding agreement between God and Abraham

4. Why are they considered chosen people?

5. How would the Hebrews gain access to the promised land?  exchange for their faithful obedience. 
6. What are the Ten Commandments? laws set out both religious duties toward God and rules for moral conduct toward other people. 

7. What are some laws set out by the Torah? 

cleanliness and food preparation

eye for an eye

laws with justice and mercy

laws to protect women

most laws treated women as subordinate to men

The male head of a family owned his wife and his children

A father could sell his daughters into marriage

III. The Future of the Hebrews
1. What is a Diaspora? or scattering of people sent Jews to different parts of the world

2. How did they maintain their identity by living in close-knit communities and obeying their religious laws and traditions

3. Who are some groups that persecuted the Jews? the Egyptians, the Assyrians, Babylonians, the Hittites, Christians in Rome, Russia and France in the 1800s and the Holocaust of World War II. 

4. Who was Herzl and what did he do? the Jews obtained Israel in 1948 after WWII had ended.

5. What were some achievements of the Hebrews? 

the world's major religions 
contribution to religious thought 
influence on Christianity and Islam

