Aim: What happened to the Indus Valley Civilizations?

Do Now: What are some factors that could cause a civilization to disappear?


I. Geography

1. India has many geographical features.

2. Indus and Ganges Rivers
3. deserts, mountains, and forests
4. Himalaya Mountains

5. Monsoons: seasonal winds that bring large amounts of rain
6. negative effect: flooding and destruction

7. positive effect: water needed to fertilize soil
II. Achievements of the Indus Valley Civilizations
1. 2300 BCE two major cities appear Mohenjo-Daro and Harrappa
2. large populations and had marketplaces 
3. drainage & sewage systems 
4. Grid like patterns used for city planning
5. mathematics with decimals
6. written language
7. mass-produced pottery and grew wheat, rice, and other foods

8. domesticated dogs, cats, camels, sheep, pigs, chickens and elephants

9. Polytheistic and worshipped nature and practiced ancestral worship.
III. Disappearance

1. In 1800-1700 BCE these civilizations disappeared: cause unknown

2. flood

3. decline in  rainfall: Drought and starvation
4. abandoned the cities in search of food
5. The existence of these sites was found in the 1920’s.
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