Aim: How did the Mauryan and Gupta Empires rise and fall?


South Asian Empire

A. Maurya

i. 321-185 BCE

ii. Army: chariots, infantry and elephants
iii. Asoka: Buddhist
iv. public works

v. Pillars of Asoka built to the Buddha
vi. Built stupas which are shrines to the Buddha

vii. 185 BCE the empire crumbles

B. Gupta Empire 

i. 240 CE the Gupta rules India

ii. 300 years of peace and prosperity

iii. Hinduism is major religion

iv. Strict caste system

a) Golden Age

b) Math: creation of Pi (3.14) symbol π, zero

c) Number system 

d) Science, astronomy and philosophy

e) Hospitals, medicine and surgery

f) Traded with Rome (coins)

C. Decline

i. 550 CE Huns invade through the Himalayas

ii. Internal power struggles

iii. Broke into local governments similar to Rome and Han

