Aim: How did the Shang Dynasty influence China?

I. Shang Dynasty

1. 1650-1027 BCE
2. near the Huang He River
A. Government 
· Shang Kings were warriors 
· central figure in the Shang government
· land was also governed by loyal princes and nobles

B. Shang Society
· Based on social classes 
· Royal family: king and his extended family
· Noble warriors: 

· used leather armor, bronze weapons, and horse-drawn chariots
· artisans and merchants

· peasants:

· farming villages 
· stone tools 
· slaves
C. Shang Religion
· Polytheistic
· Worshiped of gods and nature
· prayers meant to ensure good harvests and victory in war

· Oracle Bones

· turtle shells and small bones
· ask favors from the gods

· Priests can provide answers from the gods

· used to predict the future. 

· offered sacrifices of food and drink
· delicate balance of yin and yang

· Yin: earth, darkness and female forces

· Yang: heaven, light and male forces
D. Chinese Writing
· system of writing: pictographs 

· oldest examples: oracle bones
· Chinese system of writing has over 10,000 characters
