Aim: How did strong rulers contribute to the growth of China?

I. The Qin Dynasty

· The Qin Dynasty replaced the Zhou in 221 BCE

· Shi Huangdi
· legalist government
· harsh rule to ensure social stability 
II. Achievement of the Qin and the Fall

· Great Wall of China 
· built for protection 
· the Qin Dynasty fell in 202 BCE 
III. The Birth of the Han Dynasty (202 BCE- 220 CE)
· Liu Bang overthrew the Qin 202 BCE

· expanded the Han Dynasty

IV. Silk Road

· The Silk Road: linked East and West (Han China and Rome)

V. The Pax Sinica 
· China enjoyed a 400-year period of prosperity and stability
· Pax Sinica: Chinese peace

· trade network and created political stability.

· government based on examinations

· became the civil service exams
VI. Fall of the Han
· wars of expansion 
· high prices, 
· peasant rebellions 
· left China in a state of confusion and chaos for many years
