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Aim: How did geography affect the Greeks?

I Geography

1. Small mountainous region

2. Located in Eastern Europe
3. Good harbors

4. Seafarers or sailors
II. Greek City-State
· Developed the polis or city-state
· consisted of a city and surrounding lands

· Greek mountains allowed for the development of isolated city-states

· each polis only a few miles from the sea

· Acropolis: located on the top of a hill, was a fortified area

· promoted trade

· crossed the Mediterranean to establish colonies on the Black Sea and Asia Minor

· spread Greek culture 
· Homer wrote  The Iliad, and The Odyssey during this period
III. Military

a) 700 BCE Hoplites: Greek foot soldiers

b) Used 9ft long spears

c) Phalanx: a body of heavily armed infantry that was formed close ranks

d) Two main Polis: Athens & Sparta

