Aim: Why did war break out between the city-states of Greece and other empires?
I. The Persian Wars
· Greeks spread throughout the Mediterranean

· 490 B.C. Persia wanted to expand into Europe

· King Darius I led them to Marathon, Greece
· Athens defeated the Persians

II. The Growth of the Athenian Empire

· In 478-477 BCE, the Athenians formed the Delian League

· an alliance of city-states united against the Persians

· 461 and 429 BCE: the Age of Pericles

· direct democracy: people participate directly in government 
· male citizens over 18 entered the  assembly 
· Athens: height of power and prosperity 

· center of Greek culture

· rebuilt city of Athens 
· built statues and temples 
· Art, architecture, and philosophy also flourished 
· This eventually led to a war with Sparta 

III. The Great Peloponnesian War

· Greek world: two parts: Athens and Sparta

· Athens: Delian League

· Sparta: Peloponnesian League

· Peloponnesian War began in 431 BCE

· Sparta: army/ Athens: navy

· Pericles died in 429 BCE

· Sparta attacked Athens with Persia

· in 404 BC Athens surrendered 

· 70 years city states struggled for control
· growing power of Macedonia
