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From 1000 to 800 BCE many small city-states began to develop throughout Greece. The two most powerful were Athens and Sparta.
Sparta

Government and Society


Sparta was a city-state that was ruled by an oligarchy. An oligarchy is a government where the power lies in the hands of a few elite members of society. These elite men were at the top of society. Under these leaders came Spartan warriors. These Spartan warriors were elite soldiers that were trained for years and protected the Helots.  Helots are serfs and slaves in the Spartan society. 
Military

The Spartans were able to devote a good portion of their lives to training for warfare. Being a warrior was a job of glamour in Sparta. From the age of seven the Spartans trained their sons as warriors until the age of thirty. Respecting strength, discipline and equality among themselves, the Spartans forbade themselves luxuries, including silver or gold.
Women


Sparta’s concern for strength and discipline extended to Spartan women, who enjoyed an equal status uncommon elsewhere in Greece. The Spartans believed that females, who became physically strong, passed these characteristics to their children. To breed strong and healthy children, girls and young women were trained in gymnastics. 
1. Describe Spartan government.

2. List the classes in Spartan society.

3. Describe the Spartan military.

4. How were women treated in Sparta?

Athens
Government and Society
Athens was a direct democracy, where the people play a direct role in government. Every adult male born in Athens became a citizen and would have a chance to be a member of the assembly. The elected officials served for one year. Athens was made up of two distinct classes- slaves and citizens. Citizenship was given only to male Athenians. Slaves performed house chores, work city jobs and could never be citizens. 

Education 


In ancient Athens, the purpose of education was to produce citizens trained in the arts, to prepare citizens for both peace and war. Girls were not educated at school, but many learned to read and write at home. Boys from 6 to 14 went to a neighborhood school. Books were very expensive and rare, so subjects were read out-loud, and the boys had to memorize everything. 
In primary school, their teacher, could choose what subjects he wanted to teach. He might choose to teach drama, public speaking, government, art, reading, writing, math, science, philosophy, and other Greek instruments. They graduated at age 20. Education became a major part of the success of Athens and allowed it to become a thriving center of Greek culture. 
Women


In Athens, women could not own property except their clothes, jewelry and slaves.  Women had to help in the fields and were confined to their homes. Women were expected to be accompanied if they left their house. They were to be under the protection of a male guardian at all times. The women of Athens had very little freedom at all.
1. Describe Athenian government.

2. List the classes in Athenian society.

3. Describe Athenian education

4. How were women treated in Athens?

