Aim: How did Rome establish a Republic?


I. Geography

· Located on a peninsula near the Tiber River

· built on 7 hills for protection

· strategic location for trade and commerce

III. Early Civilizations

a. 800BCE Greeks and Etruscans migrate to Italy

Etruscans:

a. Changed Rome from a village into a city

b. Clothing was also borrowed from Etruscans (toga and short cloak)

Greeks:

1. Lent Rome their art, architecture, literature and alphabet

2. Learned how to grow olives and grapes

b. 509 BCE Romans drive out the Etruscans

IV. Republic

· all male citizens could elect officials 

· represented in a 300 man Senate

· Senate was run by landowners and aristocrats

· Romans opened citizenship to surrounding peoples

· fortified towns, Roman roads: allowed troops to move quickly

V. The New Government

a. Two classes of people in Rome: Patricians and Plebeians

b. Patricians were the landowners and aristocrats

c. These men were members of the Senate 

d. There were 300 Senators that governed Rome 

e. Consuls elected annually 

f. Tribune charged with protection of lives and property of plebeians (commoner)

VI. Social Class

a. Patricians- aristocrats, landowners, senators, MOST POWER

b. Plebeians- common people

 -Little say in gov’t, no intermarriage
- Tribune spoke for the plebeians 
V Law Code

· 451 Twelve Tables were a system of laws 

· Used judges 

· Innocent until proven guilty

VI Military

a. Superior discipline, high values, courage

b. Roman Legion 3000-6000 men[image: image1.png]
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