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Mrs. Dina Zoleo, AP Social Studies

Global Studies I – Homework Assignment Sheet
Directions: Read the pages assigned from the textbook and answer the questions below.

CO- textbook:  World History, Connections to Today World History, by Ellis and Eisler (Maroon/Black)

CN- textbook:  World History, Connections to Today World History, by Ellis and Eisler (Blue)

Lesson #1
Why do we study social studies?



No Book Required
1.  Using the web, dictionary or encyclopedia, define a. History  b. Economics c. Political Science  d. Anthropology

2.  What do you think Winston Churchill meant when he said “The farther back you look, the farther forward you are likely to see.” Explain.

3.  Can you think of a specific time when “history has repeated”? Explain.
Lesson #2
What sources can be used to study history?

 
No Book Required
1. Explain how a historian’s job is similar to a detective

2. Using the web, dictionary or encyclopedia define a. primary source b. secondary source c. propaganda  d. bias  e. perspective

3. Give an example of a primary source and a secondary source. 

4. Why should historians look for bias in a source? Explain in a few sentences.

Mini-Project
Answer both of the following questions:

A. Suppose you are an internet reporter, write a one-two paragraph editorial giving your opinion about a current event. (new technology, War in Iraq, Presidential Election 2008, rising gas prices, etc.)   

B. If a historian finds your article in 2108, why would it be useful to them? Explain in a few sentences.
Lesson #3:      How do we learn about our Ancient Past?

No Book Required
1.  Explain how each of the following helps us to better understand how people lived in the past. A. Anthropologist B. Artifact C. Archaeologist 

2.  Imagine you live in the year 2098 and you find 5 items in a bag from 2008. What items do you think they might be? Explain what the items would tell a historian living in 2098 about the people of 2008.

Lesson #4
What is the most important information one can get from a map?



No Book Required

1.  Why do people use GPS systems or navigation systems in their cars or phones?

2.  Explain three pieces of info that maps provide. 

3.  What does a physical map tell you?  Why is it useful? Explain in a few sentences.

4.  Draw a map of your neighborhood. Identify your home, stores, main streets, bus stops, schools, businesses, etc.
Mini-Project

Answer both of the following questions:

A. Pretend you are a historian and research your neighborhood. 
B. On a poster, PowerPoint, pamphlet, etc. find THREE historical facts about your neighborhood. 

C. Some things to consider may be:

a. An interview with a neighbor

b. A historic place in your neighborhood

c. How the neighborhood has changed over the years

Lesson #5 
How has cultural diffusion affected the world?


No Book Required

1. Identify the following: a. culture  b. cultural diffusion  c. ethnocentrism

2. How does cultural diffusion happen? Explain.

3. Give ONE example of cultural diffusion and ONE example of ethnocentrism.

4. Is New York City a product of cultural diffusion? If so, how?

Lesson #6
How do geographers use lines of latitude and longitude?


No Book Required
1. Define the following terms: a. latitude  b. longitude  c. equator  d. Prime Meridian 

2. Why would explorers need to know longitude and latitude?

Lesson #7
How does geography affect the way people live?



No Book Required
1. Define the following: a. geography  b. ocean  c. mountain  d. river valley  e. desert

2. Name one way that each of the following geographic feature would affect the way people live: 

a. Living near a river valley

b. Surrounded by mountains

c. Living near a desert

3. How do you think living in NYC differs from a person living near a farm in Kansas?

Lesson #8
Why do we record events chronologically?



No Book Required
1. Define the following: i. chronological  ii. B.C  iii. A.D  iv. B.C.E  v. C.E

2. What is the purpose of a timeline?

3. Construct a timeline indicating the most important events of your life.

Lesson #9
How did early man pave the way for civilization?



Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 8-12       CN (Blue): 11-14  

1. Define the following: a. nomad  b. animism  c. domestication  d. cave paintings

2. In a brief paragraph, explain what life was like in the Paleolithic Age.

3. Why was the Neolithic Revolution considered a turning point in history? Explain the changes that occurred.

Mini-Project
A. In a 3-4 paragraph essay explain which time period (Neolithic, Paleolithic) you would have rather lived in and why? Please give specific examples.

B. Create a chart or graphic organizer showing the differences between the Paleolithic and Neolithic periods in the following categories:
a. Role of men

b. Role of women

c. Social structure

d. Climate

e. Lifestyle (food, art,)
f. Technology (tools, inventions)

Lesson #10
What is the most important feature of a civilization?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 13-17       CN (Blue): 15-19

1. Define the following: a. civilization  b. polytheistic  c. scribe  d. artisan  e. cultural diffusion  f. city-state

2. List the EIGHT features of a civilization and explain what each of them is.

3. In your opinion, which THREE are the most important features and why?
4. “Just because people are part of a great civilization does not mean they always act civilized.” Explain this quote. Can you think of any examples in history where this has occurred?

Lesson #11
Why was Egypt considered a great civilization?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 22-31       CN (Blue): 24-33
1. Define the following: a. dynasty  b. silt  c. pharaoh  d. vizier

2. List THREE reasons why the Nile River Valley was a good location for a civilization to develop.

3. List the contributions of the Ancient Egyptians.

4. Which TWO do you believe are the most important and why.

Mini-Project

Pretend you have just visited Egypt and visited all of the great buildings and cities. 

1. Create a postcard that contains the following:

a. On the front of the card place images that reflect Ancient Egypt.

b. On the back of the card write to a friend explaining why you are so impressed with the wonders of Ancient Egypt.
Lesson #12
Why did civilizations rise and fall in Mesopotamia? 

Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 31-37       CN (Blue): 34-37
1. Define and identify the following: a. cuneiform  b. ziggurat  c. the Tigris and 

Euphrates Rivers
2. Why did early people settle near the Tigris and Euphrates Rivers?
3. In a few brief sentences, describe Sumerian cities, government and religion.

4. List THREE Sumerian achievements and explain what they are.

5. Which do you think is the most important achievement?

Lesson #13
How did cultural diffusion strengthen civilizations in the Middle East?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 37-42       CN (Blue): 38-44
1. Define the following: a. barter  b. satrap  c. civil law  d. colony
2. Make a chart containing the: a. Babylonians  b. Hittites  c. Assyrians  d. Persians  e. Phoenicians. List the contributions for each of the civilizations.

3. What was Hammurabi’s Code of Laws?

4. Do you agree or disagree with Hammurabi’s rule an “eye for an eye and a life for a life.” Explain.

5. If Hammurabi was alive today how would he deal with criminals in the U.S?

Lesson #14
How did Judaism affect early civilizations?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 43-45       CN (Blue): 45-47
1. Define the following: a. monotheism  b. covenant  c. ethics  d. Diaspora  e. prophet
2. Explain the main ideas of the Hebrew religion known as Judaism.

3. Why were the Jews considered an ethical society?

4. How did the Diaspora affect Jewish history?

5. How did Judaism influence other world religions?

Lesson #15
How did geography affect the Indian subcontinent?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 50-52       CN (Blue): 52-54
1. Define the following: a. subcontinent  b. monsoon
2. How did the Ganges and Indus Rivers affect early Indian civilization?

3. Describe the Indian cities of Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa.
4. What is ONE similarity between Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa and NYC?

5. Pretend you are a newspaper writer and create a headline and a brief story that explains what possibly happened to the cities Mohenjo-Daro and Harappa.

Lesson #16
How did the Aryan invasions impact Indian civilization?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 53-57       CN (Blue): 55-58
1. Define the following:  a. Caste  b. Brahmin  c. rajah
2. Describe the Aryan society, the Vedas and the Caste System.

3. Describe the religious beliefs of the Aryan society.

Mini-Project

Historical Research:

1. Adolf Hitler claimed that the German people were descendants of the Aryan race.

a. Explain in 3-4 paragraphs why he believed this.

Lesson #17
How did Hinduism impact the Indian subcontinent?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 76-80       CN (Blue): 76-78
1. Define the following: a. reincarnation  b. karma  c. dharma  d. moksha
2. Explain the main beliefs of Hinduism.

3. Historical Research: Has the caste system changed in India since it was established? If so, how? Give examples to support your answer.

Lesson #18
How did the spread of Buddhism impact Asia?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 79-82       CN (Blue): 78-80
1. Define the following: a. nirvana  b. Four Noble Truths  c. Eightfold Path
2. Explain how Buddhism originated and the role of Siddhartha Gautama. 

3. How did the Four Noble Truths impact Buddhism?

4. How did Buddhism spread? Give specific places and examples.

5. Create a Venn Diagram or graphic organizer comparing Hinduism and Buddhism.

Lesson #19
How was India governed under the Maurya and Gupta Empires?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 82-85       CN (Blue): 81-85
1. Define and identify the following: a. stupa  b. golden age  c. Chandragupta  d. Asoka
2. How did Asoka impact the Maurya Empire? Explain the changes he brought to the empire.

3. Why did the Gupta experience a golden age? List THREE achievements of the Gupta and explain the importance.

4. Would you consider today a golden age? Why or why not? Explain.

Lesson #20
How did early civilizations arise in China?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 58-63       CN (Blue): 59-65
1. Define the following: a. dynastic cycle  b. oracle bones  c. calligraphy  d. mandate of heaven
2. Describe the geography of China and include rivers, mountains and deserts.

3. Explain THREE achievements of the early Chinese dynasties.

Mini-Project

Historical Content:

1. We have discovered in class an easy way to memorize the order of the Chinese dynasties through the dynasty song. 

2. For this assignment write out the dynasty song on construction paper of oak-tag and decorate it with images and symbols from China.

Lesson #21
How did philosophies affect Chinese society?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 90-93       CN (Blue): 89-92

1. Explain the main ideas of each of the following philosophies: a. Confucianism b. Daoism   c. Legalism

2. Pretend you are a Chinese official, which of the philosophies would you choose and why? Explain your answer using specific examples.

3. Historical Research Question: Confucius was born in 551 B.C.E during a period of social and political unrest. How do you think this influenced his philosophy? Explain.

Lesson #22
How did strong rulers contribute to the growth of China?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 93-99       CN (Blue): 93-97
1. Identify the following: a. Shi Huangdi  b. The Great Wall  c. The Silk Road
2. Explain TWO achievements of the Han Dynasty.

3. What was the purpose of the civil service examination? Explain.

4. During the Han Dynasty Chinese people were given civil service exams to get jobs in the government. Today, most civil service jobs (police, teachers, firemen, garbage-men) take exams to get their jobs. Do you agree or disagree with this concept of individuals taking exams in order to serve the people? Explain in a brief paragraph.

Lesson #23
How did geography influence the development of Ancient Greece?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 104-109       CN (Blue): 102-106
1. Define and identify the following:  a. polis   b. acropolis   c. oligarchy   d. phalanx      e. democracy  f. helot

2. How did geography impact Ancient Greece?

3. Making Connections: How did the geography of Ancient Greece differ from that of other ancient civilizations?

Lesson #24
How did Athens and Sparta differ from one another?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 109-112       CN (Blue): 106-109
1. In a paragraph, write a letter to a friend explaining what life in Sparta is like. Include: a. government  b. values  c. role of men  d. role of women  

2. In a paragraph, write a letter to a friend explaining what life in Athens is like. Include: a. government  b. values  c. role of men  d. role of women  

3. Create a Venn Diagram comparing Athens and Sparta

4. Which one would you have liked to live in and why?

Mini-Project

Historical Research:

1. The movie 300 depicts an epic battle between the Spartan King Leonidas and his 300 Spartan warriors versus the massive army of the Persian’s and their King Xerxes. The Spartans blocked the road into Greece at the famous Battle of Thermopylae.
2. For this assignment, you are asked to find out the truth behind the movie. What actually happened? Why was it fought? How accurate is the movie? Is the movie true or false?

3. Answer these questions in a 3-4 paragraph essay.

Lesson #25
How did Ancient Greek achievements contribute to modern civilizations?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 116-121       CN (Blue): 115-119
1. Identify the following: a. Socrates  b. Plato  c. Aristotle
2. List and explain THREE Greek achievements. Which one do you believe was the most important?

3. Pretend you work for the Athens Times; write an obituary for Socrates explaining his achievements and his death.

4. Making Connections: What are THREE things in the United States are directly related to Ancient Greece (examples: businesses, sports teams, buildings, etc).

Lesson #26
What effects did Alexander’s conquests have on the world?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 121-125       CN (Blue): 120-123
1. Describe the qualities of Alexander the Great.

2. How did he create his large empire?

3. What were some achievements of Hellenistic culture?

4. Debate Question: Did Alexander deserve the title “the Great,” why or why not?

5. Alternative History: Alexander the Great died at the age of 33 and his empire was torn apart. WHAT IF he didn’t die at such a young age? WHAT IF he lived into his 60’s, how would history be different? In a brief essay, explain your thoughts.

Lesson #27
What are the geographic features that lead to the creation of the Roman Empire?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 130-134       CN (Blue): 128-131

1. Define the following: a. republic   b. patrician    c. plebeian    d. consul    e. tribune    f. legion    g. dictator   h. the Twelve Tables

2. Describe the geographic features of Rome.

3. How did Rome become a republic?

4. Making Connections: Compare Ancient Greek and Ancient Rome’s government.

Lesson #28
How did Rome become an empire?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 132-140       CN (Blue): 132-136
1. Why did Rome fight Carthage?

2. How did Hannibal almost destroy Rome?

3. How did Julius Caesar impact Rome?

4. Why was Caesar assassinated?

5. What was Augustus Caesar’s impact on Rome?

Mini-Project
Choose one of the following:

1. Alternative History: Julius Caesar was assassinated on the Ides of March, 4 years into his reign as dictator. He was killed because he changed Rome from a republic to a dictatorship. WHAT IF he wasn’t assassinated? Do you believe Rome would have been different? Explain how his longer rule would have changed world history.

2. Historical Research: How was Carthage’s fate at the end of the Third Punic War similar to the fate of the city of Lidice, Czechoslovakia during World War II.
Lesson #29
In what ways did Roman culture provide a foundation for Western civilization?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 141-143       CN (Blue): 137-140

1. Describe Roman achievements in the following areas: a. law    b. science    c. art         d. architecture   e. literature   f. engineering

2. Which achievements have affected the United States? Give examples.

3. “All roads lead to Rome.” What does this quote mean?

Lesson #30
What factors led to the growth of Christianity?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 144-148       CN (Blue): 141-146
1. What are the main beliefs of Christianity?

2. How did Christianity spread?

3. What was the appeal of Christianity?

4. How were the ideas of Christianity similar to Judaism?

Lesson #31
How did the Roman Empire help spread Christianity?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 145-148       CN (Blue): 143-145
1. Why were Christians originally persecuted in the Roman Empire?

2. How did martyrs help spread Christianity?

3. Why were women attracted to Christianity?

4. How did Constantine and Theodosius open up the door to Christianity in the Roman Empire?

Lesson #32
Why was the fall of the Roman Empire inevitable?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 149-151       CN (Blue): 147-151
1. In what ways did bad emperors weaken the Roman Empire?
2. How did invasions weaken Rome?

3. Make a chart listing the political, social, and economic causes for the fall of Rome.

4. Alternative History: The Roman Empire was twice the size of Alexander the Great’s empire. WHAT IF Rome never fell? How would the world be different?
Mini-Project
Making Connections:

1. Some historians say that the United States is on the same path of the Roman Empire. Do you see patterns that can help you draw a conclusion?

2. In a 3-4 paragraph essay discuss whether or not you believe the U.S is following in Rome’s footsteps.

Lesson #33
How did the Eastern Roman Empire play an important role in history?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 238-244       CN (Blue): 234-239
1. Identify the following: a. Byzantine Empire  b. Justinian c. Justinian’s Code of Laws  d. Theodora  e. Hagia Sophia

2. How was Justinian’s Law Code similar to the Twelve Tables in Roman Law?

3. Why did the Byzantine Empire flourish in the East while the Western part declined?

Lesson #34
How did Eastern Orthodox Christianity develop in the Byzantine Empire?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 242-244       CN (Blue): 236-239
1. Identify the following: a. the Great Schism  b. patriarch  c. icons

2. How did Christianity differ between the Western Empire and Eastern Empire?

3. How did the Great Schism impact Christianity?

4. Explain TWO reasons for the decline of the Byzantine Empire?

5. What is the legacy of Byzantine heritage on the world?

Lesson #35
How did the Byzantine Empire influence Russia?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 244-248       CN (Blue): 240-243
1. Identify the following: a. Kiev   b. Vladimir   c. Ivan the Great   d. Boyar   e. czar      f. Ivan the Terrible   g. Cyril and Methodius 

2. Describe the geography of Russia.

3. Explain how the Byzantine Empire influenced Russia?

4. How did Ivan the Great strengthen Russia?
5. Historical Research: Why do they call Ivan IV a less flattering name Ivan the Terrible. In a paragraph explain how Ivan IV got the name terrible.

Lesson #36
How did Islam become a major world religion?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 256-260       CN (Blue): 252-255
1. Define the following: a. bedouins  b. hijra  c. hajj  d. caliph  e. Qur’an  f. Sharia

2. List and describe the basic ideas of Islam.

3. How did Muhammad spread Islam in Arabia?

4. How were women affected by Islam?

5. How is Islam similar to Judaism and Christianity?

Lesson #37
How did the golden age of Islam impact the world?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 266-272       CN (Blue): 261-266
1. List and explain Muslim achievements in the following areas: a. math  b. medicine  c. astronomy  d. literature  e. architecture

2. Making Connections and Alternative History: Why are Muslims considered the “preservers of Greco-Roman culture?” WHAT IF they did not preserve Ancient Greek and Roman culture? How would the world be different?

Lesson #38
How did cultural diffusion early North American civilizations?


Book: CO (Maroon/Black): 169-173       CN (Blue): 168-171
1. What was the influence of Middle American civilizations in North America?

2. List the primary achievement of the early northern civilizations.

3. What were the various cultures in North America, and how did they differ?

